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HATRED OF WAR 


ENOUGH 


The World Must Discover a New 
and Constructive Way to Peace 


By Dr. A. HERBERT GRAY 


THE chances of getting this war stopped at 
the moment, or in the near future, seem 
Very slight indeed. Conscientious objectors 
Number only about two percent of those 
Called up. The membership of the Peace 
ledge Union looks large, but it consti- 
tutes only a minute minority of the nation. 
Ublic opinion seems grimly determined 
©n continuing the strife. 


None the less, of course, the pacifist 
ovement must go on. The tide may turn. 


|} =ihe day of a peace conference must come. 
i ' In God’s name let us go on trying to bring 
* }) *.to pass before Europe is wrecked. 


If We Fail ? 

But if it be that we are to fail in the 
Immediate future, what then? Those who 
udge by events will say, “ How plainly you 
ave been proved to be wrong.” And though 

t will be a judgment without reason, 
it may produce a reaction in us all. To 
80 on holding to a position which is being 
Tepudiated by the nation may well be our 
Calling. But what a difficult one! 


.No doubt after war passions have sub- 
Sided—after fear has retired into the back- 
8round—after the nations have had a 
Chance without dread of new daily calami- 
les to assess the situation, and face the 
Orrible wreckage of war—no doubt men 
Will say with a new sincerity, “We must 
iscover the way to make a repetition of 
“Nese horrors impossible.” And then perhaps 
€re will come our greatest opportunity. 


But do we know the way? <A mere 
hatred of war will not show it to us. Some 
%f the very statesmen, whose tragic fate 
has been to hold office through this 

ar, have themselves said, “War settles 
Rothing.” Plainly many of them have 
Nated it. Yet equally plainly they knew 
Sf no way of averting it. They felt that 
‘Ne aggressor must be stopped at all costs, 
8nd so they faced up to the terrible waste 

human life, and to the astronomical 
ost in money. But how to exorcise the 
Sbirit of aggression they have not known. 


Justice Is Not Enough 


Can we proclaim the truth about that 
latter in such a way as to get it accepted 
“2 time to prevent another Versailles ? 
Nat is the supreme question for the whole 

Orld. We claim to know how the spirit 

aggression can be exorcised. Our whole 
sSe rests upon our belief that nothing 
*8ss than love, expressed in political and 

Snomic terms, can save us. Every peace 

Clety, that is worth anything, exists to 
“stify to that truth. 
is ustice is not enough. Human justice 

Mevitably tainted, and has little recon- 

Uctive power. “Righteousness is not 
Cae It too is tainted, and those who 
a 1m to be acting righteously evoke a re- 
in 4on in others, and are always themselves 
the22ger of Pharisaism. Love alone avoids 


“Se dangers. 


1 


68" we win acceptance for that truth in 
ime ? 


There will be plenty of voices clamour- 
ing for fatal policies: “Put the Germans 
under supervision, and keep them in sub- 
jection till they have finally learnt their 
lesson”; “Disarm them, and with a re- 
tinue of officials see that they remain 
disarmed ”’; “Keep them down at all costs, 
for we are sick of the convulsions into 
which their insane ambitions plunge 
Europe from time to time.” All that and 
worse. 


Yet all these policies mean sowing in the 
hearts of Germans a bitter resentment 
which will fester and mislead them until 
under some other Hitler they can plot 
another outbreak. They mean, in fact, sow- 
ing the seeds of another war in fifty or a 
hundred years. Only one policy of force 
could end the German menace, namely, 
killing all German women. And ‘hat policy 
would make devils of its authors. 


The One Way 


I repeat then, “Can we win acceptance 
for the one way of hope, among the 
millions of non-pacifists who yet hate 
war?” At the present moment their 


passions are aroused. Cruelties and atroci- 
ties have lacerated their feelings. Their 
(Continued on back page) 


} ALONE IS NOT. 


\ fullest support that it can give. 


ia 


A Pacifist Commentary 


am 


“The essential position of the Peace Pledge Union in renouncing war in 
general and this war in particular” was reaffirmed by the Annual General 
Meeting of the Union at its closing session on Sunday. The resolution continued : 


The AGM “extends its sympathy to all those who are the victims of war in 
every country, and it assures all conscientious objectors in this country of the 


“In the belief that the pacifist is rendering the greatest service to the com- 
munity by maintaining an uncompromising opposition to the war and an 
unceasing demand for peace by agreement, it endorses such action as the National 
Council has already taken and it calls upon the Government to take immediate 
steps to secure an armistice and to make plain what contribution this country is 
prepared to make to the reconstruction of Europe.” 


A report of the third Annual General Meeting, which was held in Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, last weekend, appears on page 4. 


Peace Pledge 
Union A.G.M. 
Reaffirms Its 


Renunciation 


of ALL War 
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- - Edited by Observer 


Let Youth Speak ! 


F/MPHASIS was given to one of the 

* emergency resolutions passed by the 
Annual General Meeting of the Peace 
Pledge Union at the weekend by the plea 
of the Bishop of Chichester (Dr. George 
Bell) that the next peace treaty should be 
made by young men. Speaking at Brigh- 
ton, on Saturday, he said, “Too often the 
old men, and some young men, too, bring 
the mind of the competent policeman to 
bear on problems for which the imagina- 
tion of a prophet is required.” 


The PPU’s resolution read: “ The PPU deplores 
the suggestion of Lord Halifax that there is no 
possibility of an understanding between British 
youth and German youth, and condemns his 
refusal to acknowledge the heavy responsibility 
of British statesmen for helping to form in the 
mind of German youth the conviction that 
nations yield nothing to justice but only to brute 
force. It vehemently repudiates, as contrary 
alike to Christianity and humanity, the view 
that the conflict between British youth and 
German youth is irreconcilable and can be 
decided by force alone, and it demands that 


“St. George is in his saddle, and in due course he will return with the laurels 
of victory’’—Mr. Duff Cooper, 23-4-40 


a 


CARTOON BY TEGETMEIER 


British youth should speak direct to German 
youth above the battle, while there is yet time.” 

Moving the resolution, Middleton Murry laid 
stress on the necessity of acknowledging respon- 
sibility and not shifting it. “If this country is 
ever to move forward to the politics of peace,” 


he said, “it must first achieve the politics of 
repentance.” 


Another form of the shifting of responsi- 
bility was the subject of a further emer- 
gency resolution passed by the conference, 
which read: 

“This conference notes the growth of an 
obviously official attempt to arouse public feeling 
against the German people, as demonstrated in 
recent speeches by the’ Prime Minister, Mr. 
Ronald Cross, Mr, Duff Cooper, Mr. R. S. 
Hudson, Sir John Reith, and others, and wishes 
to reaffirm its friendship with the German and 
all other people in all lands.” 

What Americans think of such attempts should 
carry special weight with those who bear so 
heavy a responsibility for the attitude of this 
country, since it is to America particularly that 
they look for sympathy, and from whom they 
hope for help. But the New York World- 
Telegram spoke strongly of Mr. Duff Cooper's 
St. George's Day speech. 

“It is unfair and absurd to accuse all Ger- 
mans of complicity in Hitler’s crimes,” it said. 
“It this war is to become a crusace to enslave 
a whole nation of 80 million people to right 
Hitler’s wrongs by creating new ones as a breed- 
ing ground for future wars, sentiment in this 
country may become more neutral than it is 
today.” 

It is one of the really encouraging things 
about an otherwise far from cheerful situation 
that at least somewhere in the world the neces- 
sity for really preventing future wars is being 
kept alive—even though the World-Telegram is 
no pacifist sheet, and apparently does not object 
to our going on killing ordinary Germans, so 
long as we don't hold them responsible! 


N 
* 
Duff Cooper’s Broadcast 


HE National Peace Council has also 
recorded an emphatic protest against 
the speech broadcast by Mr. Duff Cooper. 
The Council believes that this attempt 
to fasten responsibility for the acts of its 
Government upon the mass of ordinary 
people in Germany can only serve to 
embitter and prolong the war and to ren- 
der more difficult the making of a just and 
lasting peace. 

Mr. Duff Cooper’s speech conflicts 
directly with the repeated declarations of 
the Prime Minister and other Government 
leaders to the effect that the war is not a 
war against the German people but a war 
for the liberation of the German people 
equally with all others from tyranny and 
aggression. The Council believes it to be 
in the highest degree regrettable that an 
ex-Cabinet Minister should have been per- 
mitted to use the exceptional opportunities 

(Continued on page 2, col. 1) 
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A Paeifist Commentary . 


= continued from page 1 


Is Labour United Behind 


provided by this occasion to broadcast such 
statements. 

Two other remarks made by the former 
First Lord (who was deputising at a St. 
George’s Day luncheon for the present 
holder of that office) were not touched upon 
in the NPC’s protest. 

He said that the mood of young men 
going out to fight today was one of bitter 
rage, grim defiance, and unutterable deter- 
mination. Why then, one might ask, has 
Britain needed to introduce conscription? 

“The slogan is never again,” he went on: 
“never again shall one nation be allowed 
to plunge the whole werld into war.” In 
other words, this is a war to end war. So 
was the last one.... Ill leave it at that. 


¥ 


Labour and the War 


T ABOUR’S leaders seem to vie with each 
*“ other in their efforts to justify their 
sypport of the war. 


Mr. Greenwood, Deputy Leader of the 
Party in the Commons, claiming to speak 
for the Labour movement in Britain and 
the Dominions, told his fellow guests at a 
luncheon last week that he could pledge 
his word that, whatever the course of the 
struggle with the dictators, there would be 
no wavering until the horrible menace to 
the freedom of the world was destroyed. 
He declared that the movement was 100 
percent determined, at whatever cost and 
whatever sacrifice that might be required, 
to go through with the war until the end 
in view had been achieved. 

Such readiness to acquiesce in the sacri- 
fice of other people’s lives is almost 
indecent, especially when the lesson of 
history is that the “end in view” is un- 
attainable by war. But one must take Mr. 
Greenwood to task particularly in con- 
nexion with his fantastic claim that the 
Labour movement is 100 percent behind the 
official policy. 

Only a few weeks ago Mr. Herbert 
Morrison was claiming that 99 percent-of 
the British workers backed the war. I 
won't ask Mr. Greenwood where he dis- 
covered the remaining one percent, but I 
would recall the numerous anti-war resolu- 
tions adopted by Labour organizations 
which Peace News has printed. 


In the Dominions 


And what of the Dominions? Here is 
how the American Guardian summed up 
the position on April 5: 

“The Labour Party officialdom is strongly 
supporting the war, and is uneasy over the 
prospect of a rank and file revolt, signs of which 
are appearing not only in England, but in South 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand. There is 
some anti-war feeling in Canada, but it is less 
well organized than in the other dominions, it 
seems. 

“The dubiousness of Morrison's claim is shown 
by the co-operatives’ véte. The 1,300,000 who 
voted for immediate peace constitute three per- 
cent of the total population of England and 
nearly ten percent of the voting population. 
(Significantly, the co-op and labour movements 
overlap in membership greatly.) Add to this 
the numerous local union rebellions against the 
war front, and the figure of “99 percent sup- 
port” looks like whistling in the dark. 

“The vote of the South African labour move- 
ment was 22 for peace, 29 for war, and 19 
abstaining... 

“The New South Wales Labour Conference, 
acting against the advice of their leaders, voted 
195 to 88 against Australian participation in any 
war overseas or extension of the present war 
into a conflict against Sovict Russia.” 

I am not suggesting that Messrs. Green- 
wood and Morrison are alone in their atti- 
tude. Unfortunately they are not. The 
Labour city councillors of Christchurch, 
New Zealand, for instance, refused to 
restore to local pacifists a permit for street- 
meetings, despite a vigorous reminder that 
their own Labour movement had been 
built out of street-corner meetings. But the 
evidence proves the hollowness of the 
claim to have 100 percent (or even 99 per- 
cent!) suppart for the war. 


Gestapo at Transport House ? 


As a footnote to the above comes a letter 
from a correspondent telling me of a 
resolution unanimously adopted by the 
Rayleigh branch of the East Essex 
Divisional Labour Party. 


These socialists view “ with considerable 
alarm the abuse and prostitution of the 
ideals” in support of which the war is 
alleged to be waged. They refer to the 
denial of democracy in France, and to “the 
threat of secret trials, concentration camps, 
and the death penalty.” 

Uneasiness at this tendency is certainly 
widespread. But is the tendency observ- 
able only in France? My correspondent 
asks me not to publish his address “ as that 


War Policy? 
Which Upset 


may mean expulsion from the party by 
headquarters.” Is there now a Gestapo at 
Transport House? 

¥ 


Fleet Street Critics 


FFuEET Street has been taking Peace News 

to task for the article entitled “ Fleet 
Street Does Not Know!” which we pub- 
lished a fortnight ago. 

Mr. Hannen Swaffer, in particular, is 
anneyed at our anonymous contributor’s 
contention that the “know-alls of Fleet 
Street”? are often wrong. 

Mr. Swaffer need look no further than 
the columns of The People, for which he 
sometimes writes, to find proof that our 
contributor was right. Look at these two 
extracts from the same issue of The People 
(December 10): 

“Stalin is using Hitler as a pawn.” 

“The fact remains that Stalin is no more than 
Hitler’s pupil, and if you read The People’s 
‘Secret Service’ columns today you will realize 
that Hitler may be using him as a puppet.” 

You pays your tuppence and you takes 
your choice! 

And why, Mr. Swaffer, should not “ Our 
Candid Reporter ” modestly hide his name 
under a pseudonymn if even The People 
can publish a “Secret Service” column? 
Our contributor, I may add, was a well- 
known journalist. 

Lionel Hale, in the News Chronicle, was 
quite kind to us. He said the News 
Chronicle 
“supports also the right of pacifists to say what 
they like when they like. But it wonders... at 
least, I do... why some pacifists are so con- 
sistently their own worst friends.” 

Which all seemed rather beside the point, 
for neither Mr. Hale (whose tolerance we 
gladly admit) nor Mr. Swaffer produced a 
single fact to disprove the truth of our 
article. 


* 


The Lesson of History 


J CLEMENT JONES of Cradley (Staffs), 
* writes: 
“What about the American War of Indepen- 
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Fleet Street 


dence?’ asks Judge Longson, chairman of the 
Midlands CO Tribunal, with distressing regu- 
larity. Whenever an applicant is so misguided as 
to say that one war has always led to another 
and that no good has ever come out of a war, 
he produces the American War of Independence. 


“Some pacifists have rather come to regard it 
as a ‘skeleton in the cupboard’ and to believe 
that it presents an unanswerable case in favour 
of the war method. In this however they are 
mistaken, for history shows that the American 
War of Independence had a very definite 
influence for the bad on later events. 


“First and foremost, it was followed by another 
war between America and England. Thirty years 
after the American War of Independence ended 
another war broke out between the American 
States and Great Britain. This was the war of 
1812-1814, which developed from the Napoleonic 
Wars. This war, though not a major one, in- 
cluded fierce sea fighting, attempted invasion of 
Canada by American troops and the occupation 
of Washington and destruction of the Capitol by 
British troops. 


Ss This war, in turn, did not tend to foster 
friendly relations between the two great English- 
speaking nations. Further disputes which arose 
included those over the Canadian boundary ; the 
Trent incident during the American Civil War; 
and the conflict over the Venezula—British 
Guiana boundary. 


The Evidence 


“Finally, though the general feeling of hostility 
to Britain died down’ in the USA, it did not die 
away, and in recent years serious efforts have 
been made on both sides to cultivate more friendly 
relations, There is evidence of this today in the 
existence of so many societies for the promo- 
tion of Anglo-American understanding. One 
lecturer on the subject, an American professor 
who has widely travelled in both hemispheres, 
has frequently spoken in this country of the 
definite hostility to Britain in America. 


“Two passages from G. M. Trevelyan’s History 
of England usefully sum up. Writing of the 
peaceful years which followed 1814, he says: 
“This happy result was due in no small degree 
to the work of Castlereagh and Monroe in agree- 
ing toa permanent disarmament along both sides 
of the Canadian frontier.” 


“He also writes: ‘It was well that American 
was made. It was tragic that the making could 
only be affected by a war with Britain. The 
parting was perhaps inevitable at some date and 
in some form, but the parting in anger, and still 
more the memory of that moment’s anger fondly 


BEGGING THE QUESTION 
A Review by Wilfred Wellock 


The Totalitarian Enemy. By F. Borkenau. 


Faber and Faber. 10s. 6d. 


HE chief value of this book lies in its pains- 

taking, exhaustive and illuminating analyses. 
These analyses are the product of a mind well 
informed on the practical and theoretical issues 
involved, and are simply, clearly and con- 
vincingly stated. The nature and origins of 
Nazism and Bolshevism, the two outstanding 
creations of the modern world, have never been 
better explained. 

Especially to be commended is the section on 
the connexion between Nazism and Marxism 
Mr. Borkenau brings out the interesting fact that 
while both Nazism and Russian Communism 
prove the soundness of Marx’s reasoning regard- 
ing the inevitability of capitalist collapse, neither 
of them is the revolution which Marx predieted. 
Many will be shocked by the conclusion that the 
Russian Revolution was not a revolution of the 
proletariat but of a small group of intellectuals, 
all of them deéclassés. Indeed. although in a 
quite different way and in vastly different cir- 
cumstances, this is also true of the Nazi revolu- 
tion. 

As the author clearly shews, when both these 
revolutions took place society was collapsing 
under its existing codes, the ruling classes in both 
cases being devoid of vision and understanding. 
Nazism was the outcome of the collapse of 
capitalism, democracy and traditional Christi- 
anity. The only alternative that was offered to 
it was Communism. Its leaders are a mixed 
crowd of social discontents and misfits, who be- 
longed to no political party. Hence the author’s 
appellation: déclassés. Their object is power, 
and their only morals are the means to power, 
which are determined from day to day in accord- 
ance with circumstances. 

Mr. Borkenau denies that the Nazi leaders 
have any social ideals whatever. They are dis- 
contents who realized the plight their country 
was in and the necessity for strong action. But 
they saw a short way ahead only. They were 
unaccustomed to politics, and improvised as they 
went along. Such a course demanded absolute 
power, as did also the policy of external con- 
quest, which to the Nazis was an essential con- 
dition of Germany’s salvation. Having got their 
regime under way, the Nazis sought one thing 
only—power. To that end all promises were 
broken ag and when required, to their own 
nationals no less than to foreign governments. 
The pursuit of conquest demanded national 
planning, the most rigid control of all financial 
and economic resources, Hence capitalism, 
despite Hitler’s promises, had to be sacrificed. 


The Jews, contends Mr. Borkenau, are nothing 
more than scapegoats, which are indispensable in 
a revolution. Hitler's racial ideology as a whole, 
like his anti-semitism, is nothing but a means to 
power. 

Whether this picture is overdrawn only the 
future can decide. In any case, the important 
question is what ought to be our attitude to- 
wards Nazi Germany? Is war the only or the 
most rational way of dealing with a country that 
is being ruled by a handful of revolutionary 
fanatics whose aim is world domination? 

Mr. Borkenau is convinced that it is. He is 
equally convinced that Britain, with her tradi- 
tion of liberty, is capable of defeating Nazi 
Germany and of learning the lessons of the times 
so thoroughly as to give effect to fundamental 
political and economic changes while yet preserv- 
ing democracy, Butin expressing that belief Mr. 
Borkenau begs the whole question. It is un- 
fortunate that his gift of analysis, used so effec- 
tively in regard to the Russian and Nazi revolu- 
tions, should have been forsaken in the closing 
pages of his book in favour of simple prophecy, 
especially when that prophecy is the climax to- 
wards which his careful analyses have led. 
What in fact Mr. Borkenau’s prophecy assumes 
is that British capitalism, after, say, a long and 
devastating war which has left many countries 
on the verge of bankruptcy, brought ruin on 
others and exhausted the whole of Europe, will 
recognize that capitalism has come to the end of 
its reign; that collectivism is the only basis upon 
which society can function in future; that the 
retention of collectivism in Germany is essential; 
that a levelling down of fortunes and income is 
an inevitable consequence of the war; that in 
spite of unprecedented economic breakdown 
there must be no more Versailles Treaties. 

I am inclined to think that if Mr. Borkenau 
thad analysed the probabilities of the post-war 
era, as no doubt he is capable of doing, his 
optimism regarding British capitalism would 
have been less rosy. To pass from capitalism to 
collectivism is a Herculean task at best; but in 
the world which will follow this war it is un- 
likely to be accomplished with the survival of 
democracy. 

The fact that our Government declines to state 
its intentions regarding the future is significant 
—and ominous. Incidentally, it is driving, the 
whole German nation into Hitler’s arms, includ- 
ing Pastor Niemoller, who has offered his ser- 
vices in the submarine service. The best way 
to defeat Hitler is to deprive him of the support 
of the German people by offering them a plan for 
the control of international relations which they 
would at once recognize as jus¢ and reasonable. 


cherished by America as the starting point of ner 
history, have had consequences that we rue to 
this day.’” 

ore 


Encouraging 


Rue Bolton League of Young Liberals held 4 
Mock Election last week. The candidates, 
who based their speeches on the present war 
policy, were Liberal, Conservative, Socialist 
Independent Progressive, and Pacifist. 

The ballot was taken on proportionate repre- 
sentation for three seats, and the number of 
voters was twenty. 

The result was: 1, Independent Progressive 
(Federal Union) ; 2, Pacifist; 3, Socialist. 

“The remarkable thing to me,” comments the 
Bolton correspondent (Robert Pope) who sends 
this news, “is that amongst those present were 
only three recognized pacifists, including the 
candidate, R. H. Hodson.” .I agree; it shows 
that a few sincere advocates, although in 4 
minority, can have an influence out of all pro- 
portion to their numbers. 
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. Enemy of Culture ” 
From the Daily Express, April 13: 


“Here is the strange footnote to the stirring 
news of the week. f 

“The Government gives £50,000 to help war- 
time culture. 

“ What sort of madness is this ? 

“There is no such thing as culture in wartime 

“ Wartime is itself the enemy of culture. An 
cultural activities, which bring so much benefit 
to the people in peace, must now be set aside.” 


We didn’t say it. 
x 


War Years and Peace Years 
N his book, War and Peace, William Ja¥ 
gives this interesting analysis: 


“From the Congress of Berlin in 1878 to thé 
outbreak of the World War in 1914, there wer 
some twenty full-dress wars — not to mention 
mumerous small affrays—which left the worl 
only four entirely peaceful years,” (1886, 1888; 
1889, 1910). John Bakeless. Origin of the Next 
War. 

“An analysis of the history of mankind shows 
that from the years 1496 B.C. to the year 1861 of 
our era, that is, in a cycle of 3357 years (there) 
were but 227 years of peace and 3,130 years 9 
War; in other words, there were thirteen years 0 
war for every year of peace.” Ivan S. Bloch 
The Future of War. 

“From the commencement of the eighteenth 
century, Great Britain, France and Russia hav@ 
been the most formidable powers in Europ 


while Holland, Denmark. and Portugal have” 


ranked among the minor states. From 1700, 
the General peace in 1815, these countries haé 
been engaged in war as follows: Great Britaith 
69 years; Russia, 68 years; France, 63 years 
Holland, 48 years; Portugal, 40 years; Denmark 
28 years.” 


Blueprint for 
Europe 


Federal Europe. By R. W. G. Mackay, with 4 
foreword by Sir Norman Angell. Michael 
Joseph. 10s. 6d. 


OW to review in 300 words the 300 closely” 
packed pages of “a _ blue-print” (5% 
Norman Angell) for the Federated States % 
Europe?—complete with draft constitution, 
which alone the index runs to over 240 items 
including one, “beacons and buoys.” (Alas! I 
think many will be needed!) 


Mr. Mackay, a busy practising lawyer, dis 
cusses most reasonably and judiciously all t a 
chief problems of federation. Here is light with? 
out heat—writing simple and unadorned, without 
eloquence, but also without vagueness. 
grasps the principal nettle firmly, and propose? 
to include Germany in the federation, for which 
his indispensable nucleus must be England 
France and Germany. (The USA are not ¢%; 
pected to co-operate). To these may be ad ed 
the British Dominions, excluding India, and th® 
other European States, excluding Russia. There 
is to be a single-chamber legislature, beginn! 
with 582 members, the member to 250,000 citize™ 
-—too big, I think, for a council, and too sma 
for a mass meeting! A Federal army, of course— 
he quotes only to disapprove Prof. E, H. Catt 
“the internationalization of power is a contradi@ 
tion_in terms.” 


But, for me, all this becomes completely unreal 
when Mr. Mackay declares himself entirely i 
favour of fighting this war. “Victory” and tP® 
overthrow of Hitlerism are indispensable pr& 
conditions of his Federal Europe (p. 30). well 
there are plenty to agree with him! But he g0©& 
on to ask for a peace without hate, “a Christia® 
settlement” (p. 31). 


Now I can understand a man wanting victory: 
and a man wanting peace, but not a man W 
wants both together. So I shall continue to plead 
with our Federalist friends to come out againe 
this war first. Every day that it lasts makes th@ 
plans and ours harder to accomplish, 


STEPHEN USHERWOOD. 


* No Longer To Be 
Permitted” 


Canon “Dick” Sheppard, whose - 
Memorial is the Peace Pledge Union, of vi 
he was Founder, declared that: “ War of ever 
kind or for any cause is not only a denial 
Christianity but a crime against humanity, wan 
is no longer to be permitted by civilized peo? 
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Peace Shop 
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ey 
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Window Smashed 


BLACKHEATH Peace Shop was the scene | 
of an outrage at midnight on Tuesday. 
According to tenants living above the shop, 
Which is the centre of pacifist activity in 
the neighbourhood, a car drove by and a 

Please Take One” leaflet box was thrown | 
through the window. 

, The box was wrapped ina sheet of paper 
Bearing the words: “ First Warning.” 

Police inquiries are being made. 

The organizer of the shop, Mr. J. S. Stevens, 
Of Warden's House, Harvey Gardens, S.E.17, nas 
Covered the damaged front of the shop with a 
Placard inscribed : “ Result of Violence. Flowers 
Destroyed. RAF Man's Furniture Damaged. 

ORscience Uneasy. Apologies If We Have 

Rnoyed Or Aggrieved Anyone.” 


Ministry's Warning 


to Objector | 


ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL MACLEOD, 
22, London member of the Peace Pledge 
Nion and Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Whose placing on the military service 
Tegister for non-combatant duties was up- 
held by the Appellate Tribunal, returned 
is summons to medical examination. On 
Onday, an official of the Ministry of 
Labour visited him and asked if he was 
determined to refuse all forms of military 
Service, as the Ministry would have toj| 
“take action.” Macleod assured him that | 
he was. He had written the War Office 
to that effect on September 1 last year. 


GLORY 


YES, I love glory—glory’s a great thing: 
Think what it is to be in your old age 
aintained at the expense of your good 
king: 
A moderate »ension shakes full many a 
Sage, 
And heroes are but made for bards to sing, 
Which is still better; thus in verse to wage 
*Our wars eternally, besides enjoying 
alf-pay for life, makes mankind worth 


destroying. ] 
Byron: Don Juan. 


PEACE NEWS 


J, MIDDLETON MURRY 


on 


A MISSED 
OPPORTUNITY 


"THE lesson which was impressed upon 

me by the Annual General Meeting 
was that we need a more fully developed 
sense of responsibility throughout the 
Peace Pledge Union. I felt that the move- 
ment lost a precious opportunity of clari- 
fying its purpose and dedicating itself 
anew; and when I ask myself the reason 
why the opportunity was missed, it ap- 
pears to me to lie in a deficiency of 
imagination. 

Some of our members have not yet 
learned “to tender the whole,” to use 
Cromwell’s beautiful phrase: that is, to feel 
a sensitive regard for the best interests 
of the brotherhood of the movement, and 
(in the particular case), an overriding con- 
cern that the utmost should be made of 
the opportunity of the AGM. 

Indeed; in one quarter I observed a 
definite desire to split the movement, in 
the form of an insistence that the move- 
ment was already split. This wishful think- 
ing corresponded, so far as I could see, to 
no reality. There was no sign of real 
cleavage in the movement. The equal 
division of the delegates for and against 
running parliamentary candidates did not 
indicate any cleavage at all, but rather 
a hesitation inevitable in a movement 
which is feeling its way to a new relation 
between religion and politics. 


New Movement, Old Machinery 


The most notable defect of imagination, 
amd the one which pressed most hardly on 
the members as a whole, was fhe failure in 
some quarters to realize that the machinery 
of political democracy is at best slightly 
incongruous with a movement such as ours. 
If it is used unimaginatively the contradic- 
tion becomes intolerable. The pacifist 
movement today is the most advanced 


social-political movement there is; where- 
as the machinery of political democracy is 
creaking audibly throughout the world, 
where it has not fallen to pieces altogether. 
To prevent the combination of a new 
movement and old machinery from becom- 
ing a monstrous discrepancy, a high degree 
of self-restraint is called for. 


Precisely this we have a right to expect 
from members of the pacifist movement, 
and in the majority of them it manifestly 
exists. It should be present in all. Further, 
we need a clear realization that the pur- 
pose of the great annual meeting of the 
movement is to elicit our common mind and 
to confirm one another in it.. To achieve 
this purpose, much careful preparation is 
necessary: of which the most essential 
part is a preliminary agreement on what 
are the two or three major problems which 
require the most thorough consideration 
we can give, and a common determination 
that these shall be given the chief place 
in the agenda. Not one such problem was 
raised or discussed at the AGM. 


The Last? 


Surely, we owe it to the cause that this 
shall not happen again. It would be easy 
enough to devise ways and means, pro- 
viding the necessity of the end is generally 
admitted. 


One uncomfortable reflection disturbs 
me. It is at least conceivable that we shall 
not be allowed to hold another AGM. 


If that should prove to be the case, how 
bitterly we should reproach ourselves with 
the opportunity we have lost! In so far 
as our public activities are concerned, the 
PPU has to live each day as if it was its 
last. The quality of our proceeding should 
be in accord with this memento mori. 


MONTHLY COMMENTS... By LORD PONSONBY 


JF Mr. Duff Cooper is to be employed as 

under-study for Cabinet Ministers who 
May be too busy to make speeches at 
Public functions, the war is likely to last 
& very long time. 


At the St. George’s day luncheon, one 


_ 8athered from the report of his speech that 


the Treaty of Versailles will be a mild 
Joke compared to the settlement which is 
end this war. 


The momentum gained by the conflict 
during the last few weeks has indeed 
Noticeably inflamed passions and intensi- 
ed the desire for revenge and punish- 
Ment. Quite reasonable people have caught 
e infection. and lost any inclination to 
ok into the future with calm reflection 
as to eventual consequences. Just as last 
time, deadlock is not likely to afford an 
Spportunity for pressing for peace by 
Negotiation and if one side is in a superior 
Position to the other side they certainly 
Will not listen to any such suggestion. 


* * * 


NEVERTHELESS I still believe in a pre- 
__ liminary step which might be taken 
ithout any mention being made of Peace 

€tms, either specifically or generally. 

t would be based not on claims, com- 

Plaints, protests, justifications and dis- 


EASTBOURNE at WHITSUNTIDE 


A course of four lectures by 


Harold F. Bing, M.A., F.R.Hist.Soc., 


THE EUROPEAN CONFLICT 
Saturday and Sunday, May ! Ith & 12th 


I. The European Background : Race, Nation- 
ality and Culture. 

HH. Causes of Conflict. 

Outlines of a Settlement (a) Europe. 

ve *) he {b) The Colonies. 

First lecture 4 p.m. Saturday, May 11th. 
Tickets for the course, Is. each. 

_ Full particulars from PPU Secretary :— 

Hugh Carn, I\ Annington Road, Eastbourne 
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putable opinions between governments but 
on the absolutely undoubted concensus of 
opinion of the great mass of the peoples 
in all countries. The one question to be 
asked. preferably by a neutral mediator 
would be: “ Will you agree to the estab- 
lishment of an international body to 
which all international disputes can be re- 
ferred in order to prevent warfare between 
nations in view of the fact that warfare 
with its terrible consequences does not 
settle these disputes?” 


As the immediate answer would be on 
the one side, “We've got the League of 
Nations,” and on the other side, “ We won't 
have anything to do with the League of 
Nations,” clearly the League must be re- 
moved altogether from the picture. The 
League was conceived in an hour of 
triumph, it was tainted from the first by 
bias and it failed because it depended 
ultimately on force as the basis of its 
authority. Then how should this new body 
be constituted ? 


* * * 


IT must not be for a moment conceived as 

a super-national method of abolishing 
war, a body occupying or rather wasting 
its time with demonstrably futile Disarma- 
ment Conferences, trying to regulate how 
the next war should be waged. 


Membership should depend on merit and 
experience of international affairs, and 
representatives should not be removable on 
account of changes of government in their 
own country. They should be national not 
governmental. All nations could not be 
permanently represented. This would 
make it too large and unwieldy. But every 
nation might claim representation on any 
dispute or project in which it was directly 
or indirectly concerned. 

The admirable work, largely unknown, 
performed by the ILO might be taken as 
a model, supplemented by the exploratory 
work of the economic League at The Hague. 
The body would be permanent, consulta- 


AD 1.LP.: 


SENDS GREETINGS OF SOLIDARITY. 
TO WORKERS OF ALL LANDS. 


tive, advisory and judicial, giving decisions 
when decisions were sought. But it would 
have no compulsory power based either on 
collective or internationally and specially 
constituted military force. 


= * + 
HEN, says the sceptic, it must fail. On 
this very accoumt,-I reply, it will 


eventually succeed 


The just settlement of a dispute does not 
depend on the superiority of force to-im- 
pose it but on the willingness of the parties 
to submit it, krrowing they will not be sub- 
jected to compulsion. But granted that it 
may fail—and considering the disputes 
which must arise from the present war, it 
would be foolish to expect immediate 
success—its reliability, its authority and its 
expediency will not be destroyed. Unlike 
the League, it will not be smashed. It will 
continue because of the very limitation 
of its powers. : 


This may be a small step, it may ke 
tentative, it may be a preliminary. But 
the point is that if it is universally 
acceptable at the start, the strength of its 
moral authority may develop with sur- 
prising rapidity. 

It is a step in the right direction. I have 
only sketched it superficially. But I have 
a feeling that this is what the people 
want. Governments may fall and govern- 
ments may change. Heaven knows how 
many in the near future! But the people 
remain, It is to their heartfelt longing 
for the abolition of the barbarity of war, 
that we should listen. 


But let me repeat, this proposal must 
not be a remote ideal coming as the last 
chapter of some suggested settlement. It 
must be the Introduction or Preface before 
any Conference meets. 


* Gone With The Wind” 


Commenting on the dispute between the 
Cinema Exhibitors’ Association and Metro-' 
Goldwyn-Mayer over the terms on which the film 
Gone with the Wind is to be shown, Mr. H. P. E. 
Mears, of Bournemouth, president of the CEA, 
said: “As a spectacle the film is one of the finest 
yet produced, but I strongly advise every ex- 
hibitor te see it before he books it. The horrors of 
war are so emphasized that the psychological 
effect on the public may not be good in times 
when we are figAting for our existence.” 

—Daily Telegraph, April 23, 1940. 


3 


eS 


How Danes Onee 
Beat Nazis 


By Non-Violence 
(concluded ) 


This is the third and final instalment of the 
article in which Mr. E. D. Chase, special 
correspondent of the Nofrontier News Service, 
describes an instance of successful non-violent 
settlement of frontier trouble between Danes 
and Nazis in the North Schleswig district. 

The two previous instalments appeared on 
April 19 and 26. 


* . . 

HE climax came with the critical elections 
of April 3, 1939. As the day of the voting 
drew near, Hitler marched into Memel. That 
was all the German minority had been waiting 
for. With howls of delight they went through the 
towns proclaiming the imminent arrival of their 
“liberator.” Toénder, and the other small border 
towns, were plastered with hysterical posters 
“What has Denmark ever done for rou?” one 
cried. “‘ What can you ever expect of 1t? Nothing 
but ball and chains.” Another pictured a Danish 
officer with his hand on a young man’s shoulder 
and pointing to a doorway marked “ Uncmploy- 
ment Bureau—Stamp Office.” “That is your 
working place, my son” read the caption. Will 
you go this way, or will you choose bread and 

work with the Schleswig Party?” 


Opposed to these were the Danish posters bear- 
ing the five crosses, symbols of the unity of the 
five Scandinavian countries (including Iceland). 
They proclaimed: “A free Scandinavia is guard- 
ing your peace and freedom.” “ People of North 
Schleswig—a German propaganda campaign is 
threatening your homeland. Do not let your- 
selves be misled by the false promises of the 
Schleswig Party, which never will and never can 
be kept. Vote for Order and Freedom. Vote 
for Denmark.” 


Confident of Victory 


The Germans were confident of victory. They 
had only one seat in Parliament, and had pre- 
viously shown a voting strength of only 15.5 
percent of the North Schleswig electorate. But 
now they boasted that they would have fifty 
percent. Rumours of troop concentrations be- 
low the border began to spread. So sure were 
some that Hitler would march in on election day 
that several housewives began preparing food for 
the triumphantly entering soldiers. Further- 
more, Hitler. was then cruising off the coast, after 
his visit to Memel on board the German cruiser 
“ Schleswig-Holstein,” and that, the minority pro- 
claimed, was a certain symbol of victory. 


On the night before the elections two hundred 
Hitler Youths crossed the frontier and flooded 
the towns, shouting, insulting the Danes, plaster- 
ing church doors with placards, egging on the 
minority Germans to create disturbances. But 
the Danes were prepared. Little groups and 
individuals passed from house to house, and 
every household they visited took a pledge to 
accept any insult, submit to any violence, rather 
than jeopardize Denmark’s safety by giving the 
Germans the “incident” they were looking for. 
Even the police refrained from stopping the 
antics of the Hitler Youths. One or two were 
oniy sent back across the border for smashing 
windows and a few were reprimanded. Feelings 
were at fever pitch throughout the night, but not 
a single Dane talked back, not a person lost his 
head or allowed himself to be provoked. 

In the morning every family in Toénder found 
in the mail box a leaflet saying simply: “ Austria 
—Czecho-Slovakia—Memel—Schleswig.” Eut the 
elections went off without an incident. The 


(Continued on page 8) 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


May 3, 1940 


At the Peaee Pliedge Union’s Third Annual Meeting 


First Conference In War-lTime Discusses 


OOD wishes for “a lively, harmonious, 
and successful gathering” were read 
at the opening of the third Annual General 
Meeting of the Peace Pledge Union at 
Friends House, London, on Saturday from 
the President, Mr. George Lansbury, MP, 
who was unable to attend as he is in hos- 
pital. Another member of the National 
Council, Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, was also 
absent owing to illness; although he 
attended a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee the day before, he collapsed on 
reaching home. 


“Only those whose convictions are 
founded on reason and real faith that war 
is a crime are able to stand by and con- 
tinue to refuse to join in,” wrote Mr. Lans- 
bury. “I am unable to stand idly by, and 
find myself more and more absorbed with 
the desire to end the war as soon as pos- 
sible, but also to join in any piece of social 
or public work which will in any way 
alleviate the worry and physical suffering 
of those whose loved ones are killed or 
maimed.” 


Urging them to bear in mind that paci- 
fists must be tolerant and forbearing, and 
not self-righteous, he added: “ Because I 
think this way, I desire to appeal most 
earnestly to all members of the PPU to 
give up picketing the Employment Ex- 
changes when men are registering for ser- 
vice... As to peace by negotiation and 
stopping the war, we are allowed freedom 
to advocate this in and out of Parliament, 
and this we should do with reason and dis- 
cretion... We are standing four-square 
for the principle that all peoples of the 
world are equal in the sight of God; all 
wars are wars between brethren; and all 


evil and good comes from us_ as 
individuals.” 
Greetings from the War _ Resisters’ 


League, of the United States, were also 
read. In the course of his opening remarks, 
the Chairman, Dr. Alex Wood, announced 
that representatives of Scotland Yard had 
called at the headquarters of the PPU and 
questioned certain of its officials as to their 
responsibility for one of its posters. 
After-resolutions calling for changes in 
the methods of voting on elections and 
other business of the AGM had been 
negatived, the reports were taken. 


General Seeretary’s 
heport 


Stuart Morris reported that out of activity in 
opposition to conscription had grown the 
National Joint Advisory Board, whose work 
developed, and which later became the Central 
Board for Conscientious Objectors. The Union’s 
etforts had been successful in alleviating the lot 
of the conscientious objector. Turning to the 
Union’s work for refugees, he paid special 
tribute to the first-hand aid given by Mrs. E. M. 
Benjamin, who was distributing relief in Poland 
until two days after the German invasion. 


When war came the Peace Pledge Union stood 
firm in a way those inside the movement had 
anticipated but some outside had not expected. 
To meet the needs of those who were faced 
with personal problems the Pacifist Service 
Corps was started and became, with a change 
in its emphasis, the Pacifist Service Bureau. 
Propaganda for the stopping of the war brought 
the movement for the first time under the serious 
attention of the police. Consideration was also 
given by the movement to peace aims: the 
present task was to concentrate on peace by 
negotiation. 


A difficult question had been that of co-operat- 
‘ing with others. The PPU was in touch with 
other peace bodies through the National Peace 
Council (to which it had become affiliated) and 
particularly through its Emergency Committee, 
but the necessity of maintaining a clear pacifist 
witness governed the decision not to co-operate 
officially with anti-war but non-pacifist organiza- 
tions. In view of the effort to discredit the 
PPU, not by reference to the facts but by 
suggestion, linking it in people’s minds with the 
tacists and communists, it had been felt 
necessary to make it clear that the methods and 
motives of those groups were not the methods 
or motives of the PPU. 


Stuart Morris concluded by describing the 
setting up of the Forethought Committee to give 
expression to the common mind of the Union 
and to guide its policy, and recalling the four 
* affirmations” which it issued and its subse- 
guent statement which was printed in Peace 
News on April 12. Short surveys of their 
particular jobs at headquarters were then given 
by Roy Walker (Meetings Department), Miss 
Moffitt (Pledge Cards), and Alan Staniland 
(Literature). 


Group Organizer’s Report 
John Barclay said that the harmony in the 


conference would be the measure of his success” 


as organizer. He announced that there were 
377 delegates. (His analysis of the delegations 
appears on page 7.) 


When he went round the groups, he added, 
he laid emphasis on two points : first, they should 
preserve the spirit of the movement; second, he 
felt that they were going to face a very difficult 
situation, and he felt there was an -urgent 
necessity for every individual to take up the 


Future 


job of the movement and not leave it to head- 
quarters. 


War Resisters’ 
International 


Miss Grace Beaton, the secretary, said that 
even pacifists still sometimes asked what the 
War Resisters’ International was, and assumed 
that in wartime, if it was an international peace 
movement, its activities must have ceased. On 
the contrary, however, it was continuing its work 
through its contacts in 68 countries, including 
54 affiliated organizations in 24 countries. In 
many countries military service was an obliga- 
tion even in peace-time, yet the number of young 
men resisting war in those countries was growing. 
The WRI did not organize, she pointed out, as 
did the PPU, its task being to give the strength 
of solidarity that comes through mutual co- 
operation. But its. work had resulted in the 
release of a number of war resisters from the 
prisons of various countries. 


Pacifist Serviee Bureau 


Mrs. Nancy Richardson said that the war 
found the Pacifist Service Corps in a_ state 
approaching disintegration. Air raids were 
expected daily, then, and it was believed there 
would be new opportunities for human service. 
With the realization of different needs the 
organization changed its emphasis and became 
the Pacifist Service Bureau. Each service it 
undertook only came into being because of the 
Pressure of need. Hence the aid given to COs; 
the help and advice on community schemes ; 
land settlements; aid for refugees; finding of 
employment; and training in first aid. 


Central Board for C.0.s 


Alan Staniland reported the the PPU’s contri- 
bution to the work of the old National Joint 
Advisory Board had been to provide an office 
and staff. Of the Central Board there were 17 
constituent pacifist and political bodies, and its 
special work was to help and advise conscien- 
tious objectors at and after the appeal stage, 
to co-ordinate the work of the local advisory 
bureaux, and to publish literature. In reply to 
questions, he said that 200 applicants had passed 
the appeal stage and were still resisting, and 
one who had passed through all stages and was 
in the army was still resisting. 


Treasurer’s Report 


Maurice Rowntree pointed out that on the 
whole the finances of the movement were in a 
healthier condition than they had been in the 
previous year. Costs had gone up, but expendi- 
ture had been reduced, from about £10,000 in 
1938 to about £8,000 in 1939. Salaries, too, had 
gone down by about £200. He was disappointed 
that the expenditure budgeted for area organiza- 
tion had not proved possible; but certain over- 
heads had to be met, unless they altered the 
whole scheme of things. The only way would be 
to decentralize the work, but he believed that 
would cripple it, 


Policy 


As a working member of a PPU group, he 
spoke with sympathy and full knowledge of their 
difficulties, but he did not think it was impossible 
for the members to do more in the way of 
raising funds, particularly by a more active 
policy on the part of the groups. If 5s. per 
member believed to be active were sent to head- 
quarters in the next year, the £6,250 estimated 
income from groups would be realized. Con- 
tinuing (in the second session of the conference), 
Maurice Rowntree announced the suggestion of 
one of the groups that members should volun- 
tarily impose on themselves a “ peace tax” of 
2d. per week, to be shared by the PPU and PSB. 
Further particulars of the scheme were obtain- 
able from headquarters. 


Denis Riley moved an amendment to the 
adoption of the report expressing “regret at the 
disproportionately large expenditure on central 
administration and national organization com- 
pared with that on area organization,” calling 
rather for more on the latter than for less on 
the former. Neither the General Secretary's 
nor the Group Organizer’s report had contained 
a word about area development, he said, for 
the reason that headquarters had done nothing 
to develop the areas. They could either increase 
their income (which he hoped they would) or 
cut out their expenditure (which he feared they 
would have to). 


Sydney Conbeer, pointing out that the budget 
for the coming year allowed for 54% of the 
expenditure to go on salaries, said that they in 
Birmingham recommended 334%. A member 
of the Hackney group suggested that head- 
quarters’ salaries should be “reduced” to 
“subsistence level.” Sybil Morrison said they 
had to go forward with the work in such a way 
that people would not feel they were giving to 
a headquarters organization but to the work to 
be done. 


The amendment was withdrawn on a show of 
hands indicating a fairly even division of 
opinion. 

A collection taken at the end of the session 
yielded £41. 


Before the resolutions on the agenda were 
taken, the conference decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Standing Orders Committee, 
that the number of resolutions to be tabled by 
any one group or individual for the next AGM 
should be limited to three. ¥; 


Resolutions Ou Policy 


MOVING a composite resolution regret- 

ting the acceptance by the National 
Council of the recommendations of the 
Forethought Committee, at any rate before 
they had been submitted to the members 
of the Union, Ronald Mallone, for the 
Eastleigh group, declared that “the basis 
of the movement should be the pledge, the 
whole pledge, and nothing but the pledge.” 


Both he and the seconder emphasized 
that they accepted the affirmations fully 
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Tas Peace Pledge Union is the pacifist 
society which was founded by Canon 
Dick Sheppard in 1934, when he invited all 
those who were willing to pledge themselves 
to renounce war to send him their names. 
The society is entirely non-sectarian and 
welcomes within its ranks everyone who is 
resolved not to be the means of war's activity, 
irrespective of the particular form of reason- 
ing or faith which has brought him to this 
decision. 


Thousands of men and women, prompted by 
religious, rational or broadly humanitarian conviction, 
have now set their signatures to this pledge and, 
moving forward from this negative beginning, have 
set their energies to its positive fulfilment. Like their 
decision to make a renunciation of war, their ways 
of acting for the attainment of peace remain 
individual. 


The groups of the Peace sledge Union scattered 
throughout the country follow collectively these ways 
to the construction of a different social order: by 
public demonstration they endeavour to bring their 
aims to the notice of others; in the belief that a 
new social order requires new men and women, they 
endeavour to constitute units of the new society 
within the old. 


The Peace Pledge Union cannot be termed a 
political body in the accepted sense; it is not 
realistic to use the machinery of party politics in 
order to change a society whose values that machinery 
expresses. Yet in another sense, action expressing 
the values respected by progressive people is political 
action. Nor can the Union be termed a religious 
body in the accepted sense; to use the familiar 
machinery of religious organizations which have failed 
to establish a warless society is again unrealistic. In 
another sense, however, the attempt to express the 
values which have been the foundation of all religions 
is to practise religion. 


Quite simply, therefore, the Peace Pledge Union 
asks its members to make use of their common 
humanity for the realization of peace: the alternative 
is to allow contemporary warfare to make use of their 
talents for common barbarism. ~ 


~What Does | Stand For? 
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At a meeting of the National Council of the Peace 
Pledge Union, it was agreed that, though they should 
not be held binding in any sense upon any member, 
the following affirmations express, in the Council's 
view, the corporate mind of the Peace Pledge Union. 

“We are agreed 

"I. In attaching supreme value to the human 

person and the integrity of the individual. 
"It is necessary to distinguish between the integrity 
of the individual, and an individualism, the exaggera- 
tion of which has prevented the realization of true 
democracy, and opened up the way for totalitarianism. 

“We are agreed 

"2. In believing that the individual only achieves 

full personality through the establishment of 

tight relationships with others. 
"This involves the acceptance of a share of the guilt 
and the responsibility of society. For some this 
acceptance will find expression in the attempt to 
reform society from within: for others an experiment 
through community to lead a corporate life, which, 
however, should not be used as a way of escape. 

“We are agreed 

"3. In our apprehension of the increasing power 

of the existing social order to destroy the 

individual and prohibit real community. 
" Existing society denies the pacifist way of life; and 
we must therefore witness against this denial. This 
involves a recognition of the subhuman tendencies 
towards totalitarianism in the present situation, and 
an attempt to expose them. The willing submission 
to the common good which is exploited in totalitar- 
ianism must be incorporated in a new society based 
upon a new culture. 

"We are agreed j 

"4. That our task is always to take the most 

creative and constructive action in the face 
of existing circumstances. 
"The way of justice and love, to many expressed as 
‘the way of Christ,’ is the straight way to the redemp- 
tion of the individual and of society.” - 
. * ao 


A series of pamphlets developing and considering 
these affirmations is published by the PPU, under the 
general title of “ The Bond of Peace," price 3d. each. 

The national headquarters of the PPU are at Dick 
Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.!, 
from which addresses of local groups and details of 
other publications can be obtained, 


for themselves, but did not think they 
should be put out as the common mind of 
the PPU. Their reasons, as summed up in 
the resolution, were that “there is no 
specific objection to war,” the effect had 
been to “limit the interpretation of the 
pledge,” there was “no mention of social- 
ism and anti-imperialism,’ the effect on 
Peace News had peen to “ over-emphasize 


the expression of pacifism in philosophical ' 


terms,” and the language was abstract and 
beyond the comprehension of working men. 

Richard Ward said that two really great things 
had happened in the past year—the word gf 
pacifism and the deed of pacifism; the Fore- 
thought Committee’s “affirmations” were the 
word of pacifism, and Max Plowman’s scheme 
at Langham was the deed. Sydney Todd (Ban- 
bury) supported the resolution mainly on the 
ground that the affirmations did not meet the 
needs of the ordinary people. Another delegate 
had degjared, on seeing them, “Here at last 
we have the first real sign that the PPU }§ 
growing up.” 

Philip Mumford opposed the resolution 
(although confessing agreement with nearly 4 
of it). There were times for long-range objec- 
tives and times for short-range objectives, he 
said, and he pleaded that everything should 
now be put aside to concentrate on a_ policy 
that would defeat Hitlerism by really separatin8 
the German people from Hitler. The Rev. 
Geoffrey Campbell, an American FoR secretary 
sent as delegate of the University College © 
Wales, urged that they should “speak in the 
language of this generation.” 


Stuart Morris pointed out that the affirmations 
began with the pledge and went on to bring it 
home to the movement that it meant something 
more than merely opposition to war. The real 
criterion of the understanding of their message 
was not the amount of education the hearer ° 
it had, but the degree of good will. He added: 
“However important it is to stop the war, It 
is more important that there shall be people wh? 
know what to do when the war is finished.” The 
work of the Forethought Committee was only 
beginning. 

The “previous question” was moved and 
carried. 


A resolution stating that “in committing the 
movement to the principle of federation (i.e# 
Federal Union) the Council has gone beyond 18 
authority” was moved on behalf of the Wes! 
minster group. Anticipating the answer that 
the National Council had been careful to dis* 
tinguish between federalism and Federal Unio 
the mover suggested that it was “a distinctio® 
without a difference.” 


D. Lloyd Jones moved as an amendment that 
“the AGM declares its agreement with the mora! 
right of every nation to autonomy .. . provided 
that their methods are, and remain, non-violent. 

Both the ‘resolution and the amenament wel 
defeated. 


**Revolutionary 
Movement” Demand 


A resolution was moved on behalf of thé 
Forward group demanding that “ facilities — 
freely given within the PPU for ti.e creati0 
and mobilization of a revolutionary movemé 
on a non-violent basis.” The first thing 
decide, said the mover, Frederick Lohr, was the} 
interpretation of pacifism. It was not 
philosophy as a complete thing in itself. It was 
not a religion, but an expression of religio™ 
Others saw in pacifism an intellectualism. 
group was more concerned with the needs 
man than with the rights of man. If they real 
meant love and brotherhood, they must go °? 
to see how that was expressed in their livet 
The present economic and social system dene 
the principle of the law of love. They objecte™ 
to usury and would not use it; they objecté 
to exploitation and would not tolerate exploitay 
tion. Was the movement going to realize th 
they could not deal with evils by trying 
mitigate the effects of them? Every one of the™ 
had to put the Cross of Christ on his should 
and go the true way. 


Seconding, David Spreckley said the pacifist 
had two functions—to put down his roots 12 
a philosophy, and to-send up shoots and 
propaganda and let his light shine. If he was 
only doing one or the other, it was useles$y ne 
had to do both. “If this is a total wats |g 
went on, “the propaganda we have been putt! 
forward against war is useless; we have got 
to fight against the system.” Their slogan shoul 
be not so much Peace by Negotiation as Pé a 
by Revolution. Thousands of people would J° 
them if they took that definite stand. 


An amendment in the name of the Pontetratt 
group, calling for a movement “ which es 
only be based on non-violence but shall refute, 
co-operation with a coercive State,” 
defeated. 


Continuing the discussion on the resolutiomy 
Middleton Murry described it as “ inopportun® 
and added: “ When I try to consider what at 
creation and mobilization of a_ revolution® 
movement on a non-violent basis’ involves: 
am absolutely in the dark. I would far s00l, 
see the movement go very gently and ™ opt 
what it said it was going to do than use viol 
phrases and really do nothing.” 


John MacLean said: I agree with Middlet™ 
Murry that it is liable, perhaps, to split nt 
movement, but let me say that the mover ¢ 


is split in that way already. You can cho 
whether you will establish sectionalism or ChO), 


movement exists, and will live.” 

those with greater wisdom to see that 

revolutionary movement, which they were at 

pelled to carry on} was carried on intellige? rs 
Alexander Miller, who had had a hand !9 og 

original drafting of the resolution, dissec! pe 

himself from it in its present form, but sald 

(Continued on page 7.) 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


Facts and 


r has 
Government broke international law by 
allowing Germany to use her territorial 


been said that the Norwegian 


Waters. The following facts should be 
taken into consideration in this connexion. 
When the news of the mining of Nor- 
Wegian territorial waters by ‘he British 
and French Governments was announced 
in Oslo, on April 8, an official statement 
Was issued by the Norwegian Cabinet, the 
oreign Committee of the Storting, and the 
Army and Navy chiefs. The following are 
the chief paragraphs of that statement: 


Norway’s Protest 

“The Norwegian Government make a 
Serious and solemn protest against this 
Open breach of international law and 
this violation by force of Norwegian 
Sovereignty and neutrality. Throughout 
the war Norway has observed all the rules 
of neutrality with the greatest care, and 
it is in full accordance with regulations 
which are generally recognized that Nor- 
Wegian waters have been kept open to all 
legitimate traffic by ships belonging to 

elligerent countries. 

“Since the British and French Govern- 
Ments have now taken steps to bar traffic 
With Germany, the Norwegian Govern- 
Ment must remind the British Government 
that on March 11 they signed an agreement 
with Norway by which Norwegian goods, 
including goods which are regarded as 
contraband may be sold and exported by 
Norway to Germany. The Norwegian 
Government had therefore all the less 
Yeason to expect that the Allied Govern- 
Ments would forcibly interfere and try to 
Stop this traffic.” 


Strict Adherence 

Another statement by authorative Nor- 
Wegian sources in London, quoted in The 
Times so long ago as April 2, declared: 
“When it is contended that the transport 
Of iron ore to Germany takes place in the 
Snelter of Norwegian territorial waters. it 
is only fair to remember that this equally 
applies to the shipping of Swedish iron ore 
through Narvik to Great Britain. In allow- 
ing this transit traffic, irrespective of the 
destination of the individual cargoes of iron 
Ore, Norway adheres strictly to her rights 
and duties as a non-belligerent Power.” 

It is perhaps worth noting that in 
February of this year, according to official 
Norwegian statistics quoted in The Times. 
also on April 2, Germany imported 99,391 
tons of Swedish ore via Narvik, and in the 
Same month, from the same source, and by 
the same route Great Britain imported 
131,855 tons. The corresponding figures 


last year were Germany 455,482 tons, Great 


Britain 70.234 tons. 


Can Conscience Be 
Measured ? 


“Yes” (to sum it up in the shortest possible 
Space) is the answer Reginald A. Smith, a Man- 
chester journalist and pacifist, gives to the title 
of ms pamphlet. Can Conscience be Measured? 
Though he believes that the local tribunal he has 


-Studied closely is a “ good” one, he is less sure 


that, in fact, the consciences of the applicants 
who appear before it are altogether satisfactorily 
Measured. The pamphlet is publisned by the 
Bloomsbury Publishing Co.. Ltd.. #4, Blooms- 
ury Street, W.C.1, at Is., any profits to be given 
to the work of the Society of Friends “for the 
Telief of suffering caused by the war.” 
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Objectors Total 35,000 : 
Figures || Proportion Still Falls 


FIRST PROSECUTION FOR 
REFUSING. TO REGISTER 


"THE decline in the percentage of conscientious objectors in the higher age 
groups was again apparent on Saturday, when men aged 26, and those who 

had reached 20 since April 7, were required to register. 
About 35.000 men have now registered as COs since conscription was 


“SACKED” FOR 
ATTENDING 
TRIBUNAL 


(CONSIDERABLE 


interest has been 
aroused by the case of an applicant 
to the Laneaster Tribunal last week, 
who was dismissed from his work for 
attending the Tribunal. 


The applicant, Colin Wharton, worked 
in a Leather Tannery Office at Colne, 
Lancs., and although he gave a week's 
notice of his intention to attend the 
Tribunal, was informed only the day before 
he was due to go that the management 
were not prepared to allow time off for 
COs. 

The local secretary of the Peace Pledge Union. 
who is employed by tne same firm went with 
Wharton to interview the director who had 
made this decision, and tney obtained confirma- 
tion of a rumour that the director had received 
a deputation from the work-people asking for 
the dismissal of COs. 

The director said that he could not allow 
private views of his work-people to interfere 
with the smooth-running of the firm. 

Wharton, appearing before the Tribunal on 
Wednesday, was given non-combatant duties, 
and was dismissed upon his return to work on 
Thursday morning. 


Makin Sentenced: 
Three Months 


ENNETH MAKIN, the conscientious 
objector who was court-martialled 
for the second time last week, has been 
sentenced to three months in a civil prison. 
Under the National Service (Armed 
Forces) Act. this enables him to apply to 
have his case considered by the Appellate 
Tribunal. 

Mr. Makin was the first objector to be 
court-martialled. On the first occasion he 
served nine days in a military prison and 
later went into hospital. 


— ee 


“ Tripe,” Says Judge 


“At the tribunal on April 11, Harold 
Ackroyd, a Bradford objector to mili- 
tary service, put the following views:— 

‘Denmark and Norway would be far better off 
if they did not fight. ... 

‘The people of this country would be far better 
able to deal with Hitler by passive means than 
if they went on fighting.’ 

“To this Judge Stewart said: — 

‘I. am not prepared to sit here and be talked 
to by an infant of 20 on these sort of lines 
indefinitely. It is unadulterated tripe and non- 
sense. You are not fit to be allowed to be loose 
talking that sort of stuff.’ 


“So Ackroyd was removed from the 
register without qualification, which means, 
of course, that he will be sent into the 
Army. Judge Stewart has no compunction 
about sending infants of 20 *n uphold his 
views with their lives."—Bradford News. 


PHOTOS OF C.O. 
TO BE DESTROYED 


The Minister of Labour, Mr. Ernest 
Brown, has ordered the destruction of the 
negatives and copies of the photographs 
taken of a man as he was registermg as a 
conscientious objector. 

Mr. Brown has written as follows to Mr. 
Stuart Morris, who had made _ihquiries: 

“I have made inquiries about the incident at 
the Westminster Employment_. Exchange --on 
April 6 when photographs were taken of men 
registering as conscientious objectors. 

“This is an incident which certainly should 
not have occurred, as standing instructions are 
that no photographs are to be taken of any per- 
sons attending at Employment Exchanges,’ eX- 
cept with their consent. There was a misunder- 
standing on this occasion, and I have given in- 
structions that the negatives aad any copies of 
the photographs taken are to be destroyed.” 


introduced. 


Objectors numbered 3.838 out of the 
312,912 men who registered on Saturday 
—or 1.23 percent. On April 6, the previous 
registration day, the percentage of COs 
was 141. In earlier age groups there were 


about two objectors in every hundred men 
registering. 


P.P.U. Council 
Elected 


IN addition to the President (George 
Lansbury), Chairman (Dr. Alex 
Wool), and Treasurer (Maurice L. 
Rowntree), the following were elected 
to the National Council of the Peace 
Pledge Union at the Union’s Annual 
General Meeting last weekend. 


John Middleton 
Murry 
Max Plowman 
Lord Ponsonby 
Canon Charles 
Raven 
Dr. Alfred - 
Salter, MP. 
Dr. Donald Soper 
Andrew Stewart 
Dame Sybil 
Thorndike 
Wilfred Wellock 


John Barclay 
Dr. A. D. Belden 
Miss Vera Brittain 
Miss Nancy Browne 
Miss Mary Gamble 
Eric Gill 

Laurence Housman 
Humphrey S. Moore 
Stuart Morris 

Miss Sybil Morrison 
Philip S. Mumford 


Peace News recently pointed out that ne ee P. N, red SELLERS 


decline may be partly due to refusals to 
register. (One correspondent last week 
expressed the hope that such refusals 
would become so numerous that the press 
would be able to report the disappearance 
of COs altogether!) 


Fined for Refusal 


The first prosecution in England for 
refusal to register was held at Halifax 
(Yorks) Police Court last week. 

A 21-year-old man was fined £1 and 
ordered to register. He did so, as a con- 
scientious objector. 

Foliowing is an analysis of Saturday's 
registration figures: 

England: 3,163 COs out of 267,187 men who 
registered 

Scotland: 398 out of 30,157. 

Wales: 277 out of 15,568. 


Will March for Peace 


VEN the war will not prevent Dutch 

women from holding their annual 

peace march in Amsterdam. It will be 
held on May 18. 

Pacifist societies wishing to send mes-' 
sages of support and greetings should write 
to: Committee, Vrouwen Vredesgang, 
Amsterdam, Holland. 


IN COURT 


WVEMBERS of the Forward group of the 

“* Peace Pledge Union appeared at Marl- 
borough Street Police Court on Monday on 
charges of obstruction while selling Peace 
News at Tyburn Way, Hyde Park, on 
April 21. 


Dr. John Hewetson and Miss Joan Arnold, 
who appeared on remand, were discharged. Dr. 
Hewetson had already served seven days for 
refusal to pay a fine imposed as a result of a 
previous charge. 


Howard Whitten was fined £1 10s. or seven 
days’ imprisonment. He declared: “Police 
evidence on which this is based is perjured. I 
was not warned at all.” He was given time to 
pay, but said he would decline to do so. 

P.c. Stevens denied that the police had been 
given new instructions regarding the selling of 
such literature as Peace News. Mr. Boyd, the 
magistrate, said there was absolutely no ground 
on which to criticize the police for the action 
they had taken. 

David Spreckley and Stanley Smith, fined last 
week for obstruction and given time to pay, also 
declined to pay their fines, choosing to go to 
prison for six days. 


Sir Phillip Gibbs, Author and War Correspon- 
dent, said in his book The Sout of War: “ There 
will be no hope of Peace until the peoples of the 
world recognize their brotherhood and refuse 


to be led to the shambles for mutual massacre.” 


a 


THE WAR 


INTERNATIONAL 


ATLANVMIE 


Caan f fc 


aes mul es a 


Folkerenning mot Krig 


“tif 
iF 
STAVAM} 


A4MTIA 


Svenuua 
Varidafredsmissionen 


PN ad 
rat 


" GERMANY 


Norway. 
Folkereisning mot Krig (Norwegian 
Sweden. 


national. 


Denmark, 
Aldrig mere Krig (No More War). 
Finland. 
Finlands Odetingade Fredsvanner 
Peace). 


SCANDINAVIA AND FINLAND 
The War Resisters’ International’s affiliated sections are:— 


Svenska Krigstjanstvagrarforbundet (Swedish Section War Resisters’ Inter- 


- Svenska Varldsfredsmissionen (Swedish World Peace Mission). 


Sodankieltajdin Kansainvalisen Liiton (Finnish War Resisters’ Movement), 


WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL, 
11 ABBEY -ROAD, ENFIELD, 


RESISTERS’ 


ip 
wn 


LEI NENG: 
Finlands Odetingade Fredsvanner 


dankieltaiain Kansainvalizen Lacon | 
— F~ 


2 ESTAONIA 


od 


AATVIA 


LITHUVANSA 


POLAND 


Section War Resisters’ International). 


(Finland's. Unconditional Friends of 


MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND 


PEACE 


NEWS 


* 


May 3, 1940 


LETTERS TO 


Is This Public 
Opinion ? 


¥ HAVE just returned from a long train 
journey to the North of England. 

On the way to Birmingham I spoke to 
an ex-collier and a builder’s mate about 
the war. They both said that a continu- 
ance of the war could only worsen the lot 
of the workers and agreed that we should 
negotiate peace with Germany as soon as 
possible. 

From Birmingham to Crewe I fell in 
with two railwaymen, the one a Commu- 
nist sympathizer and the other a Pacifist. 
At Carlisle I shared a compartment with 
a Sheffield steel-worker who fully realized 
our share of the blame for the rise of 
Hitler and felt that if we trusted him and 
the German people now we would take a 
risk which may save civilization. 

On the way south from Crewe on my 
return, I talked to three uncommunicative 
workers who clearly pointed out that this 
was not a popular war. : 

Is this public opinion? If so we stand 
more chance to win public opinion than all 
the die-hards with their “war-effort” 
campaign. 

J. R. JENKINS, 


Oldbury Grange, 
Lower Broadheath, nr. Worcester. 


—— 


All Pacifists and Socialists ought to read 
and broadcast 


LEO TOLSTOY’S 


Famous Address to the Swedish Peace 
Party, entitled 


THE WAY TO PEACE 


with which is incorporated his 


GREETINGS TO CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTORS 


Price 2d. Post free 3d. 
100 copies sent post free 12s. Od. 
This pamphlet 1s being issued specially 
for May Sunday circulation. Every Paci- 
fist, every Christian, every Freethinker, 
and every Militarist should read Tolstoy's 
great statement of the only way in which 
the world can be won for peace. 


BOOKLETS BY 
GUY A. ALDRED 
HISTORICAL AND TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTIANITY 
A study of the evolution of Christian 
thought and of martyrdom for conscience. 
48 pages of live and studious reading. 


.. JOHN MACLEAN 
Introductory summary by James Maxton, 
M.P., includes verbatim report MacLzan’'s 
speech from the Dock at Edinburgh, 1918, 
when indicted for opposing the Great War. 

Illustrated. 72 pages. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
A 35 years’ correspondence. «Part of this 
corrdéspondence treats of the C.O.s during 
the last war. Covers a wide range of 
subjects. 60 pages. 


THE REBEL—AND HIS DISCIPLES 


TLe story of the “life” of Jesus and a 
study in the evolution of dogma. Shows 
that every true Christian must be opposed 
to war. Special appendix discusses the 
attitude towards war of the Bishop of 
Birmingham and other Christian scholars, 
Just off the press. Complete list great 
Christian martyrs for conscience. 64 pages. 


“< 


Autobiography of Thought 
DOGMAS DISCARDED 
Reproduces the author’s Boy Preacher's 
sermons and first indictments of war. Tells 
the story of the Rev. Charles Voysey, B.A., 
and the Theistic Church. Also of the Rev. 
George Martin, the famous: porter-parson 
of S.E. London. 64 pages. 


HISTORICAL AND TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTIANITY 
A 48-paged pamphict tracing the evolution 
of Christian thought, the influence of 
Paganism, and the setting of the Reforma- 
tion. 

Post free 6d. each. Any three will be sent 
post free ls. 3d. Four, post free, 1s. 6d. 
The five, post free, Is. 9d. 

These pamphlets are supplied at trade 
terms to groups and to individuals. Two 
dozen copies, post free, 6s.0d. Orders may 
be mixed. 


THE C.0.—THE TRIBUNAL 
—AND AFTER 
A guide for conscientious objectors, ex- 
plaining their rights and status under the 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act. 
Edited and compiled by Guy A. Aldred, 
Post free 2}d. 24 pages. 


THE STRICKLAND PRESS 
104 GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW, C.1 


If you live in Glasgow, call at this shop, 
open daily, 9.30 a.m.—6 p.m., except Sun- 
Visit Bakunian Hall, 29 Castle St., 
on Sunday evenings. 
and Socialist lectures, 


days. 


Glasgow, Pacifist 


THE EDITOR 


No More War 
or No More 


Versailles ? 


| ee proportion of the agenda at the Peace 
Pledge Union annual general meeting which 
was given up to philosophical speculation to the 
almost total exclusion of the immediate European 
crisis was somewhat disconcerting. To say this is 
not to infer that such speculation is not. both 
necessary and highly desirable. I consider that the 
recent affirmations drawn up by the Forcthought 
Committee as a most valuable contribution to the 
movement, but I cannot but question whether 
the next few months is not a time when short- 
range political methods should take precedence 
of these deeper issues. 

The problem before us during the next few 
months is whether the war, even now, can be 
brought to a speedy and satisfactory conclusion. 
Is it not still possible to avoid a situation where 
both sides are doomed to fight themselves to a 
standstill? Such a struggle might well last many 
years, with a result, that all but a very small 
section of the population realize, must be wholly 
disastrous for civilization whichever side can 
lay final claim to military victory. 

The greatest danger of an indefinite prolonga- 
tion of war comes from that large section of the 
German people who, whilst not Nazis, neverthe- 
less remember the Treaty of Versailles and dis- 
trust the war aims of the Allies. This distrust 
is intensified by a vocal section in this country, 
of which Mr. Duff Cooper is an outstanding 
example, and a similar section of opinion in 
France. 

Advanced thought in Great Britain appreciates 
these facts: it is indeed the one point upon 
which a really wide range of unity can be 
achieved. Is this, therefore, not the right 
moment for all who wish to save the peace to 
rally together, laying aside their differing long- 
range ideals, to concentrate on the one issue of 
making vocal that desire and determination for 
an equitable solution of the war issues, thus 
depriving the Nazis of their most powerful 
weapon and disarming our own militarists who 
have learnt nothing and forgotten nothing ? 

It is no use calling for “No More War” until 
our cry for no more “Versailles” has been 
successful. 

PHILIP S. MUMFORD. 


Tolerance 


Reflection upon the discussions at AGM 
prompts the feeling that unless we can visualize 
a new and broader tolerance for all sections, 
especially for the more vigorous groups among 
us, we shall rapidly reach a kind of spiritual 
stalemate in the movement. 

The negative tolerance of indifference will not 
achieve this. What we need is the active toler- 
ance which is determined to encourage all who 
dare to be active, in an intelligent pacifist sense, 
in fields that are not ours personally, and to 
which the whole movement obviously cannot 
pledge itself en bloc. 

ROBERT M. ENTWISTLE, 

25 Stoneyflelds Lane, Edgware, Middlx. 


Equality of Sacrifice 


Could not some scheme be adopted whereby a 
CO (after he had. been before the tribunal, and 
at approximately the same time as he would 
have been called up) would only accept for his 
wages the equivalent of what he would have 
received had he been a soldier, making suitable 
allowance for food, clothing, board, &c., the 
surplus to be collected or paid in to one 
International Peace Fund, to be used for re- 
housing and relieving homeless families all over 
Europe after the war? I am personally prepared 
to put.this suggestion into practice when I am 
called up. 

A. S. WHALAN, 
33 Wakedean Gardens, 
Yatton, Somerset. 


To Register or Not? 


In regard to the question as to whether COs 
should or should not register, surely the answer 
is obvious if we ask ourselves what our purpose 
is. If it is to introduce into the minds of men 
the spirit of peace and to reveal a better way of 
conducting the affairs of life I can see little 
reason for refusing to register. 

Pacifism will be extended by what we do 
rather than by what we refuse to do. A refusal 
to fight is the natural attitude of people who 
spend their time and energy in creative action... 

If the public finds that pacifists whose names 
are removed from the CO register or are placed 
In the non-combatant category are standing by 
their pledge they will realize that we really 
mean what we say. 

GILBERT WOODHOUSE, 

324 Tong Road, Leeds, 12. 


Points from Letters. 


PACIFIST TEACHERS 


At a meeting of school teachers at the conclu- 


sion of the AGM it was unanimously decided to 


start a live National Teachers Pacifist Group. 
The specific purpose of such an association will 
be to defend the position of CO teachers through 
professional organizations and local education 
authorities, Will all teachers interested please 
communicate with me. 

O. HENRY, 79 Oakfield Road, Selly Park, 
Birmingham 29, 


STATE AND COs 


I am in full agreement with friend Hancock's 
suggestion that there is a higher authority than 
that of the State. We nevertheless must remind 
ourselves that war and military service is only 
a small part of the life within the State. Within 
the orbit of the State is the whole gamut of the 


competitive commercial life. In other words 
those who accept that order of the State must not 
blind themselves to the fact that it is an 
acquisitive society. It seems rather tall to ex- 
pect the young COs to give the lead in this 
matter. There is little if any virtue in denounc- 
ing war from the political or pacifist platform, 
whilst still accepting the ordec of acquisitive 
society. 
E, H. CLOGG, Bieadon. 


BUSINESS HOURS 


Your correspondent, Hy. Osborne, speaks of 
“being involved in many arguments about 
pacifism during business hours.” .. May I voice 
a vigorous protest! I speak as one holding a 
fairly responsible position in a firm where a CO 
was recently asked to resign. This CO—despite 
frequent warnings—used to spend the works 
time in debates on “ Pacifism.” The reaction 
among the men was “This man is not truly con- 
scientious or he would not waste his employer's 
time! Don't listen to him!" Later, “ Let’s chuck 
him out!” 

H. K. C. 


GOVERNMENT ACQUISITION OF LAND 


May I quote some figures which will show how 
much the Government's acquisition of land in 
Wales (referred to by Mr. Gwynfor Evans in 
Peace News for April 19 bears the character of 
a national discrimination? Sir Reginald Dorman- 
Smith last week gave 49,000 acres as the total 
amount of Welsh land taken by Government De- 
partments in the last three years. Mr. Oliver 
Stanley a little earlier gave comparative figures 
for land taken since January 1938 by the War 
Office alone: in Scotland, 6,160 acres; in Wales, 
35,590 acres; in England, 56,780 acres. This means 
that in proportion to the countries’ total area, 
Wales has lost nearly four times as much land 
as England and nearly 23 times as much as 
Scotland. 

MYRDDIN GARDI. 


“UNSER KAMPF” 

May I urge ali readers of Peace News, who 
have not yet done so, to: read Unser Kampf 
(Penguin Special, price 6d.) by Sir Richard 
Acland? I feel that here is a political movement 
(at last!) with which pacifists can wholeheartedly 
co-operate. 

E. M. BURTT, West Kirby, Cheshire. 


BE SENSIBLE, NOT LOGICAL! 
There is, I submit, a primary onus on COs to 
be sensible in their actions; they should recog- 
nize the impossibility of being logical about 
completely abstaining from helping in the war. 
JOHN R. ASHTON, Stroud, Glos. 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


LAD about 16, wanted, learn woodwork. Old estab- 
lished firm, Wales. Farm accommodation provided.— 
Box 424, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

WANTED : Cook, season or permanent. Apply, with 
Teferences—Wardens, Heys Farm, Guest House, West 
Bradford to Ribbleadale, near «Clitheroe. 


Wanted 
DRAUGHTSMAN, C.O. (22), 


S.I.Mech.E., requires 


poat as junior draughtaman, mechanical engineering, not | N 


munitions.—Box 430, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
NLA. 


PACIFIST (21), B.Sc., chemistry, physica, experienced 
agricultural analyses, fertilizers, sulphuric acid, seeks 
useful pasition anywhere.—Box 429, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, ‘N.4. 


PACIFIST (23). 


well-educated, desires situation 
London area, Clerical, 


insurance experience.- Anything 
considered.—-Box 431, Peace Newa, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4. 


PACIFIST (28). 3 years’ experience as tool-maker on 
jiga and fixtures, requires situation. Present firm taking 
on armament contracts. Waast.London preferred.—Box 
433, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WHERE YO STAY 


COMFORTABLE Modern Apartments, residential 
suburb near town; B & #B., 49. 6d.—Gleave, 10, May- 
croft Avenue, Carleton, Blackpool. 

COTSWOLD COTTAGE. Comfartable, friendly, pacifist, 
vegetarian. Lovely views, garden, station.—6, Enstone 
Road, Charlbury, Oxon. 

DERBYSWIRE HILLS. Food Reform. Vegetarian 
Guest House, Ait. 600 ft. For happy holidays or restful 
recuperation. Central heating. H. and c. water in bed- 
rooms.—A,. and K. 8. Ludiow, The Briars, Crich, Mattock. 
Station: Ambergate (L.M.S.). Tel.: Ambergate 44. 

IN THE ‘“ VALLEY OF PEACE“ Guest House that 
provides an escape from war atmosphere. Vegeterian 
Food Reform table. Log fires. Beautiful setting near 
Beech Woods. Tariff from proprietors: ‘' Fortune's Well," 
Sheepscombe, Stroud, Glos. 

LONDON: FOWLER, ‘'Newlyo House,’" 9 Argyle Street, 
W.C.1. B. and B,, 5s.; double 8s. 6d. Opposite St. 
Pancras Station. Ter. 3572. 

WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House and Com- 
munity Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet. Barn House, 
Brockweir, Mon 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BECOME a non-smoker! Save £10-£20 per annum. 
Improve—and preserve—-your hea)th. Untque. drugiesa, 
infallible method.—Wainley Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, 
Liverpool, 16. 

BEST TYPEWRITING Ribbon still 2g., 
creased postage. 
impost.—Lamb's, 


including In- 
Buy now and escape purchase tax 
15 Prospect Place, Preston. 
CARAVAN ON FARM. Four persona. 15 miles 
London. Near village and ‘bus. To let from £1.—Box 
432, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST POLITICAL MOVEMENT. 
Send‘ for a copy of important pamphlet, ‘‘Peace NOW!"' by 
Rev. H. Ingli James; 14d. post free, from 23 Clara Street, 
Stoke, Coventry. 

CYCLES: Britain's best at £5 9s. and £5 183., carriage 
pald; every necessary accessory even to cylometer. Made 
by over 40 years’ established Harria Cycle Co., Coventry. 

FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and duplicating.—Mabel 
Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, London, S.E.24. 
Brixton 2863. ° 

FOR peace in the next generation. A co-educational 
boarding and day school in Scotland, lke Summerhill. 
A. 8. Nellt has given his blessing. In charge of Scots 
educationist (M.A., Ed.B., Glasgow).— Parents communi- 
cate Box 435, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


“ TOTALITARIANISM ” 


I feel seriously alarmed at the number of 
pacifist friends whom I meet who indulge in the 
very misleading and erroneous classification of 
the Russian and German forms of Government 
under the heading “Totalitarianism.” I would 
recommend that the first time they see a copy of 
Richard Acland’s book Unser Kampf, they opel 
it at page 90; from the middle of the page to the 
foot of page 91 there is a very simple and en- 
lightening exposition. 

A. YOUNG, London, N.8. 


ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 


The only way of drawing people toward the 
truth at the present time is to treat every atrocity 
story as true, fall in with the supposition of the 
dreadful fate which awaits the world should 
Hitler gain control of it (however impossible this 
may be to thinking people), and show that evea 
then the only method of warfare that will suce 
ceed in its object is the method of passive 
resistance. The PPU should stop incurring the 
suspicion that it is a defeatist body, but instead 
impress upon the man-in-the-street that there ts 
an alternative to war that does not let the 
Germans “ get away with it.” 

GEORGE E. HURDLE, Bloomsbury, W.C.1. ° 


THE PACIFIST TECHNIQUE 


The first article in the pacifist technique is to 
make human contact with the enemy. He is 4 
Person and must be treated as such. Two things 
at least make this method of waging war possible 
today. The distribution of leaflets by air and 
the wireless. The tragedy is that these tw0 
pacifist weapons are not in the hands of those 
who know best how to use them. When this wat 
has dragged on a few years and we still cannot 
see the end it may possibly be that we shall be 
called in by the “ Powers that be” to clear uP 
the appalling mess of misunderstanding that will 
have arisen. 

W. R. BURWELL, Leicester. 


THE ANGLICAN PACIFISTS 


Many readers, I am sure, will be interested to 
know that a Camberwell and Peckham group has 
been formed of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowships 
under the chairmanship of the Rev. Cyril M. 
Smith, Vicar of St. Antholin’s Church, Nunhead. 

A. CONSTABLE, Secretary, 9 Barforth Road, 
S.E.15. 


IF GERMANY WINS? 


It seems to me that many pacifists take an 
Allied victory for granted. I should welcome 
reading an article, or even letters, on the topic 
“The CO if Germany wins” 


G. A. CLARK, Lowestoft. 4 


Classified Advertisements 


Latest time for copy» 
Tuesday morning 


GENTLEWOMAN, pacifist, would like to hear of 2 
others, share expenses and work of comfortable cotta&s® 
and garden { acre, view permanency. Quiet, not fanlated« 
London 45 miles.—Ausell, Elm Cottage, 
near Braintree, Easex. 


HEADLINE NEWS-LETTER: The Truth about This 
War, written weekly by one of Britain’s best known pube 
Heista. 52 Letters, 103. 26 Letters, 5a, 6d. Specimes 
copy 3d.—Secretary, Headline, 13 John Street, W.C.1. 

LEATHERHEAD district. Bed-sitting-room wanted by 
young ‘woman, furnished or -partly, very quiet, use 
kitchen or meala by arrangement (vegetarian) ; or sm 
fiat perhapa.—Box 434, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Roads 


Finchingfields 


PACIFIST PRINTER: Handbills, leaflets, programme 
and general printing. —W. J. Brigden, 232, Sellincowst 
Road, London, 8.W.17. 


PRINTING of any description, Cheapest house !® 
country for leaflets, &c. Speedy delivery.—Gait and 30% 
Shipley, Yorks. Entirely PPu. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature respectin& 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of Friends 
tree on application to the Friends Home Service Cotm* 
mittee, Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SPIRITUAL HEALING.—To those who are sufterio8 
mentally or physically—don't give upihope. Try spiritual 
treatment. Testimontals.—Box 427, Peace News, 3 Black 
stock Road, N.4. 


THE DIVINE CLOCK. — Book on Bible Prophecles 
2s, 64.—Prophetic League, 21, Poplar Grove, New Malded 


TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The book for which 
Action and New Leader refused advertisements.  Trui® 
says ‘'so dangerous that the authorities should lose 
ttme in suppressing it.'’ Two shillings and sixpence trom 
British People's Party, 13 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING accurately and promptly executed 
1a. 2d. per 1,000 words, carbons 2d.--Morley Burealr 
Toligate Avenue, Redhill. 

WIDOW has small comfortable bedroom, (share 
dinfog room). Near station and shops. Terms reaso0? 
able.—Wood, 24 The Highlands, Burnt Oak, Edgwatér 
Middlesex. 


‘““YOUTHOPIA,” Britain's radicat youth organ -of 
opinion (edited by pacifist) is now available on posts! 
subscription: 6 months, 6/-: singta copies, 3¢., post free 
** Youthopia,’* 3 Colwyn Road, Northampton, 


“Should Socialists Support Federal Union ?” 


DEBATE 


Soclalist Party of Great Britain, Mr. E. Hardy, V+ 
Federal Union (Mrs. Barbara Wootton). 


Chair: Mr. R. W. G. Mackay. 


CONWAY HALL, HOLBORN, May 6, at 7.30 p.m. 
FREE COME EARLY !? 


MAY-DAY AND WAR 
SOCIALIST PARTY of GREAT BRITAIN 


May 5 
MASS RALLY 


HYDE PARK, 3 p.m. 


MASS MEETING 


HOLBORN HALL, 7.30 p.m. 
Chair: C. Lestor 


Speakers: A. Turner, S. Cash, S. Rubin 
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION —— FREE 


CADBURY'S 
MILK 
=: CHOCOLATE 
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Annual General Meeting Report 


Was still concerned for its purpose. The move- 
Ment could not exist on a negative revulsion 
&gainst war. That could be given social direc- 
tion, and was being given such direction by the 
Forethought Committee. They should look for- 
Ward to the time when that might take 
Otganizational shape. 


“The expression that we are divided does not 
represent the facts,” said Wilfred Wellock. “ We 
have been realizing for the last year or two 

t we could not stand on a negative basis. 
The Forethought Committee was appointed to 
find a unity. The movement is finding the great 
€dvantage of the affirmations giving the human 
implication of our pledge. ‘Fhe new statement 
Bives the social implications. The Forethought 
Committee, at its next session, will give con- 
8ideration to the expression that should be given 
to those implications. The inspiring thing to 
Me has been the unanimity for the pamphlets.” 

The mover of the resolution expressed the 
belief that “90 percent of you have failed to 
See what we are driving at,” and that the whole 
temper and trend of the meeting had been 
typical in that they must compromise on vital 
issues. 

The resolution with ultimately withdrawn. 


* Peace News’? Report 
N his report as Editor, Humphrey Moore 

announced that the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Peace Pledge Union (to whom, 
While exercising their legal responsibility, 
the directors of Peace News, Ltd., dele- 
Zated the general supervision of the con- 
duct of the paper) had on March 1 last 
appointed John Middleton Murry and Wil- 
fred Wellock to act as Managing Directors 
—“an arrangement that has proved ex- 
tremely satisfactory from*every point of 
View.” 


“It is generally understood,” he added, “that 
eace News has a threefold purpose: to conduct 
Propaganda for pacifism ; to inspire, inform, and 
Otherwise aid the convinced pacifist; and to 
Publish news of peace activities.” But pacifism 
Was not expressed only in any particular form 
f words, but to a very large extent in a certain 
attitude, which was reflected mainly in the tone 
Of the paper, which in turn affected the inter- 
Pretation of “propaganda.” The Forethought 
Committee had asked him to accept as his 

brief” the “affirmations,” which he readily did 
and within the framework of which the paper 
lad endeavoured “to maintain the supremacy of 
Propaganda while not neglecting the needs of the 
Convinced pacifist.” 


Recalling Stuart Morris’s remark (in the pre- 
Vious session) that the real criterion of the 
Understanding of their message was the degree 
Of good will which the reader had, he said their 
Propaganda policy had been to maintain good 
will, and “there have increasingly come expres- 
Sions of appreciation and opinion that the paper 

as considerably improved during the last three 
®r four months.” Emphasizing “the tremendaus 
‘mMportance of increasing the sales through group 
8nd individual efforts,” he said that these were 
, far too erratic, still too low, and actually on 
‘ne down-grade.” Key figures for net circula- 
fon were :-- 

Total (12 months ago) ,. ao a 

Total (current issue) (approx.) 

Newsagents (12 months ago) .. a 

Newsagents (current issue) (approx.) 

Highest total ever (Armistice Day, 

1939) Bs: 5 


Highest normal figure (Dec. 8, 1939) 33,936 
Lowest in last 12 months (Aug. 11) 18,600 


. In reply to a question about the paper’s policy 
M accépting advertisements for certain organiza- 
tions, Middleton Murry said that to refuse the 
fdvertisements on the ground of difference of 
®pinion from that expressed in the advertisement 
Would be “a very serious derogation of the 
Principles of journalism” and, for a movement 
at was wholly dependent upon toleration, dis- 


19,300 
31,000 
11,250 
20,650 


37,845 


7 yal to its principles. 
delegate of the Kentish Town group 


Oved a resolution “that steps should be taken 
‘© clarify the editorial policy and contents of 
face News with a view to establishing it solely 
a newspaper propagating the pacifist point of 
€w and written specifically to interest non- 
Pacifists,” all “internal affairs of the PPU" being 
Published and circulated separately among PPU 
‘embers. The delegate declared that there was 
g Sreat deal of minority opinion that was not 
Retting expression. Peace News, on the whole, 
prPressed the views of people who were well 
mown, and they wanted the views of those who 
fre not well known. 


..On behalf of the National Council, Middleton 
erry moved an amendment to substitute for 
© words after “Peace News” the following: 


the aims of which should be to further the 


P.P.U. SCOTTISH AREA CONFERENCE 
Glasgow, 10th—I2th May 


Friday 10th, 7.30 p.m. Tickets 2/6d. 
Opening Social, Miss Rombach's Restau- 
rant, 5, Waterloo Street. 

Sir Hugh S. Roberton. 
Saturday | Ith 
Il a.m. Opening of Dick Sheppard 
Centre 
48, Dundas Street. 


By Miss Sybil Morrison. 


2.30—8 p.m. Scottish Conference 
Christian Institute, Bothwell Street, 
Conference fee—t/-, 


~~ 


Sunday 12th 


3.30 p.m. Public Meeting 
Central Halls, 25, Bath Street. 
Prof. G. H. C. Macgregor. 
- Miss Sybil Morrison. 
Nickets and full particulars from Herbert Palmer, 
P.P.U. Office, 534, Be etal Street, Glasgow, 
Pe 
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work and record the progress of the Union by 
educating the general public in pacifist princi- 
ciples and policy, and by informing pacifists 
of the work of the pacifist movement at home 
and abroad ; and that to that end, but without 
binding the Editor or Managing Directors as 
to future policy or contents, the meeting hopes 
that Peace News will endeavour so far as is 
possible to meet the needs of both the non- 
pacifist man-in-the-street and PPU members 


“Everyone agreed,” said Middleton Murry, 
“that Peace News should endeavour so far as 
is possible to meet the needs of both the non- 
pacifist man-in-the-street and PPU members; 
the question is, how? I am certain it should not 
be by playing down to the man-in-the-street. 
Pacifism is not an easy creed, though it may be 
simple. Don’t let us confuse spiritual simplicity 
with ease.” He wanted to remind them that, 
with the very serious shortage of paper, the 
editing of Peace News was bound to become an 
even more arduous and responsible job than ever 
before. It was more necessary than ever that 
the Editor's discretion should not be fettered. 
“The issue behind all this discussion is the true 
nature of democracy. It is essential that the 
pacifist movement should not relapse ints the 


ways of the old political movements,” he 
concluded. 
Mr. Douglas (Bermondsey), seconding the 


amendment, said that millions of lives were at 
stake, yet “we find Peace News cannot find 
space for articles of an anti-war character the 
man-in-the-street can understand.” Alan Stani- 
land pointed out that the resolution said nothing 
about tying the hands of the Editor, but sug- 
gested a separate sheet. 


The amendment was carried, and the Chair- 
man ruled that it automatically caused the other 
resolutions on Peace News to be referred to the 
Editor. 


Other Resolutions 
AB®ISING out of a report from the 
Standing Orders Committee, two 
emergency resolutions (dealt with in the 
Commentary, on page one) were carried, 
and directions for the next AGM were 
agreed to providing for the extension of 
the Conference over the Sunday afternoon 
and for nominations for the elections to 
close a fortnight before the conference. 
Sydney Conbeer raised the matter of the 
“picketing” of Labour Exchanges on registra- 
tion days, and said they must not withdraw 
from that activity, while not doing it in a 
provocative way. They would also create the 


greatest impression on the public mind, he said, 
if they refused to go before the tribunals. 


After Ronald Mallone (Eastleigh) had moved, 


Where They 
Came From 


A TOTAL of 377 delegates attended 

the AGM reported elsewhere on 
this page, of whom 324 were from the 
provinces. 


In addition several hun- 
dred individual members were 
present. 


Other notable figures for represen- 
tation were: Scotland 24, Wales 10, 
Ireland 2, Channel Isle 1, Birmingham 
12, Manchester 15, Glasgow 15, and 
Nottingham 8. 


and another delegate had seconded, a resolution 
suggesting the holding of weekend conferences 
as part of intensificd local activity, the “ pre- 
vious question” was carried, and a resolution 
calling for an organized effort to train more 
speakers was carried without discussion. 


A resolution asking the National Council to 
contest “suitable vacancies” for Parliament and 
to this end to “extend the contact now made 
with the ILP and the No Conscription League” 
was moved by Mr. Douglas, who he said had no 
desire to turn the PPU into a political organiza- 
tion. Unless the PPU was going to take active 
steps to find out the feeling of the people toward 
the continuance of the war, it was wasting its 
time. 

John W. May (Thornton Heath) opposed the 
resolution, quoting fram the column in Peace 
News headed “What does PPU stand for?” 
“It is not realistic to use the machinery of 
party politics in order to change a society whose 
values that machinery expresses.” 

The resolution was lost by 11 votes—1,594 for, 
1,605 against, the delegates’ votes being exactly 
equal. 


Resolutions remaining on the agenda were 
remitted to the National Council. 

The final resolution, quoted on page one, was 
moved by Stuart Morris and seconded by John 
MacLean, who quoted these words of Dick 
Sheppard as the “manifesto of the Forward 
group”: 

“Whatever compromise may offer of the 
greatest chance of practical achievement now, 
in the long run mankind must renounce war 
utterly and completely, or the nations wil! perish 
in a mutual ruin. And the bold course—the 
extreme view—makes a far greater appeal to 
the heart and the imagination of mankind than 


the nice calculations of a colourless expe- 
diency.... 


“Many pressing and urgent problems confront 
the world today. In every land great individual 
fortunes co-exist with mass poverty ; wealth and 
unemployment, luxury and misery increase side 
by side and step by step. Machinery is master- 
ing man. While on the one hand, -science. in- 
creases the good things of life to a degree hitherto 
unheard of, on the other it clangs to the gates 
of promise against hopeless hordes of destitution, 

“T do not believe that this paradox is inevit- 
able, that there is no way out of the impasse in 
which we find ourselves. But if we are to dis- 
cover a cure for poverty and its attendant evils, 
we must give the whole of our minds and 
energies to the task. We cannot afford to divert 
any part of our effort to war or preparation for 
war. ... The end of war would not be the end 
of the combative instincts. But they would be 
directed into new channels.—And isn't it better 
that we should fight poverty and ugliness and. 
vice and squalor and disease rather than one 
another ? 


“Here, indeed, victory would be worth win- 
ning, and not an idle mockery. But victory 
demands an undivided effort. 


Bright Spot of the A.G.M. 


“We have got to go to the public!” ex- 
claimed an enthusiast, for spreading the 
message of pacifism, and added “...with a 
thirst for pacifism!” 


Literature List 


A complete list of pacifist pamphlets, &c., 
published by the Peace Pledge Union may 
be obtained, price 4d., post free, from Dick 
Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 


BACKWARDS AND FORWARDS 


By John 


g TIME AND TIDE”—it is reported on 
good authority—“ wait for no man.” 
Events, however, have a habit of repeating 
themselves, making experience gained in 
the past invalid. - . 
Twenty years ago I joined the ILP; we 
were the rebels of that day. I was filled 
with a burning desire to smash the. capi- 
talist machine which had used me as a 
pawn in war and then thrown me out un- 
wanted on the scrap-heap. I was certain 
that I had only to shout the truth from 
soap-boxes on street corners and all would 
listen and understand. Unfortunately, I 
was so busy shouting that I had no time to 
listen to the truth of the past or sit at the 
feet of those who might have made me 
wise. 


The Group 


Secretary’s 


I am still a rebel; more 
certain than ever of the 
wickedness of capitalism, 
but I have found that the 
wisdom of others is still 
my greatest need. 


Weekly 
Notes 


The Annual General Meeting we have 
just shared has been a great disappoint- 
ment to many of us. The opportunities 
were so great and the results so negligible: 
instead of using our time to gain strength 
and inspiration from the acknowledged 
leaders, we allowed ourselves to be har- 
angued by the impatient rebels of today. 

We need them as we ourselves were 
needed twenty years ago, but we shall fail 
as we failed then unless we are humble 
enough to admit that our own vision is not 
enough and that our portion of the truth 


Barelay 


is not the whole truth. We do not become 
great by reading the words of great men, 
nor do we become like Dick Sheppard by 
Saying we understand that which he 
preached. 

Our aim is to go forward, but we shall 
only succeed in going backwards if we per- 
sist in condemning those who have the 
wisdom to see more than ourselves, 


> . * 


The outstanding success of the Confer- 
ence was the great reception given to 
Middleton Murry and the general accept- 
ance by the Conference that his was the 
inspiration. 

We shall not fail. We have learnt our 
lesson and we have new worlds to conquer 
if we can but conquer ourselves. Youth is 
needed at the helm, but the power which 
drives us on is the dynamic inspiration that 
comes from great minds. 


— . —_—_— — oo. 


| Dates for 
Your Diary 


Owing to the rationing of paper 
supplies we are forced, with regret, 
to discontinue this feature after this 
issue. We hope, however, to continue 
to. find space to mention exceptional 


meetings. 
CPR 
Today (Friday) 
BISHOPSTOKE; 7.30 p.m. Spring Lane Methodist 
Church Lecture Room; Ronald S. Mallone on ** Pacifiats 


Must act Now "'; PPU, 

GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. Anniesland Co-op. Hall, Linden 
Piace; discussion circle; No Conscription League. 
LANCASTER; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Hall, Fenton Street; 
John Barcitay and Fenner Brockway; PPU. 

LEEDS; 7.30 p.m. Friends' Meeting Hauae, Woodhouss 
Lane; J. A. Altken on ‘‘ The annual general meeting **: 
PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.12; 3 p.m. Labour Party Centre, 12 Bal- 
ham Park Road; meeting for COs and sympathizers; 
Balham and Tooting COs Advisory Bureau. 

LOTHBURY; 1.10 p.m. The Vestry, St. Margaret's 
(back of Bank of England); Rev. Patrick Figgis on ‘' The 
Price of Peace ''; City PPU group. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 7 p.m. Market Square; May Day 
Demonstration; Andrew Stewart, Misa K. Spurretl and 
Rev. Thomas Cooke; if wet in Bevan’s Restaurant. 
BOW; 8 p.m. Kingsley Hall, Powis Road: public meet- 
ing in connexion with May Campaign ; Reginald Sorensen. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
BIRKENHEAD; Beechcroft, Whetstone Lane: May Day 
Demonsatratiocr; Fenner Brockway, ILP. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 3.15 p.m. Bevana Restaurant; 
Peace News conterence; Humphrey Moore (Editor), 
Andrew Stewart (Assistant Editor) and Tom Brown (Dia- 
tribution Department); PPU. 

HARRINGAY; 8 p.m. Allison Hall, Green Lanes; dra- 
matic entertainment; Black ‘‘ell'' and ‘* Requiem "'; 
presented by Enfield Highway Co-operative Dramatic 
Society; admission 6d.; North London Anti-War Council, 


Sunday, May 5 
BOURNEMOUTH; Friems' Meeting House, Avenue Road; 
F. Huriey on ‘*' Founded on Fact ’’?; PPU. 
BOW: 7 p.m. Kingsley Hall, Powia Road; Service in 
connexion with May Campaign ; Patrick Figgis. 
BRADFORD; 7.30 p.m. Textile Hall, Westgate: Will 
Ballantine, Dr. Kathteen Rutherford and Mra. Margery 
Senth (chairman); ‘' Stop the War '’ Committee. 
GREAT YARMOUTH; 6.30 pm. Unitarian Church, Mid- 
dlegate Street; Rev. Albert D. Belden. e 
LEEDS: 7 p.m. Town Hall; May Day demonstration: 
Dr. C. A. Smith and Andrew Stewart; J. A. Aitken (chair- 
man); PPU and ILP. 
PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Friends' Meeting House, 
Humphrey Moore and Tom Brown; PPU. 


Monday, May 6 . 
BAYSWATER: 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 52, 
-Queensway; Mrs. J. G. Ogilvie on ‘‘ Pacifiam and Psycho 

sTapy ’'; PPU,. 

DARLINGTON; 7.15 p.m. Friends' Meeting House; 
Edward Ball on ‘‘AGM's recommendation for the Future’; 
FoR, PPU. 
EASTLEIGH; 8 p.m. Emmanuel Baptist Church, Des- 
borough Road ; Ronald S. Mallone and toca! lay preachers 
on ‘* The Whitsun Peace Messaga’’; FoR. 
EWELL, Surrey; 8 p.m. Ewell Vicarage, Church Street; 
A. W. Madsen on ‘‘ Rent, Poverty and War'’; PPU. 
GREAT YARMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. Co-op. Hall; Maas 
Peace Meeting; Rev. A. D. Belden, V. L. Garred; PPU. 


Tuesday, May 7 
MAIDSTONE; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Wheeler Street; debate: ‘‘ This meeting affirma that paci- 
fists should not actively engage in opposition to the 
Government "'; proposer: Arnold Nichola; opposer: Leslie 
C. Wood; chairman: F. H. Ware; PPU. 
MANCHESTER; 7.30 p.m. Union Chapel, Oxord Road; 
Rev. H. IngH James and Rev. G. Lloyd Phrips (chaire 
man); Baptist Pacifist Fellowship. 
STOWMARKET; 7 p.m. Methodist Church, Regent 
Street; Rev. Leslie Artingstall and Edmund Cocksedge; 
chairman : Philip Butler; FoR and PPU. 
TOWER HILL; 12.45 p.m. Open-air meeting, 
Patrick Figgia ; City PPU group. 


Wednesday, May 8 
ACCRINGTON; 7.45 p.m. St. Jamea’ School; Rev.eH. 
IngH James and Rev. G. Lioyd Phelps (chairman); FoR. 
BRISTOL : 7.30 p.m. Totterdown Baptist Church, Wella 
Road, Knowle; Arthur Boath on ‘' Pacifism in Practice ‘"; 
chairman: Rev. F. M. Cooper; Christian Pacifist Groups 
and PPU. 
EASTLEIGH; 8 p.m. 115 Leigh Road; five minute 
speeches out of the hat; chairman: Ronald 8. Mallone; 
PPU. 
LUTON; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, Castle Street; 
Mrs. N. Y. F. Richardson on ‘‘ The work of the Paciflat 
Service Bureau "'; PPU. 
OXFORD; 8.15 p.m. 115 High Street; Rev. Percy Hartill 
on ‘‘ The Spiritual Issues of the War'’; University Paci- 
fist Association. 


Mutley: 


Rev. 


Thursday, May 9 

BIRKENHEAD: 8 p.m. Frienda’ Meeting House; Rev, G. 
Lloyd Phelps; FoR, 

OXPORD; 7 p.m. Baptist Schoolroom, entrance New 
Inn Hall Street; discuasion introduced by Geoffrey Weat 
on ‘‘ Pacifigsm—So What?""'; PPU. 

SHREWSBURY; 7.30 p.m. Ward's Ballroom, Mardo}: 
John Barclay and R. N. Sadler (chairman); PPU and FoR. 
WALTHAMSTOW; 8 p.m. Marsh Street Congregational 
Church, High Street; Rev. C. Paul Gliddon; ‘‘ Chriatianity 


ani Peace ''' Service; FoR. 

Friday, May 10 
BISHOPSTOKE; 7.30 p.m. Spring Lane Methodist 
Church Lecture Room; Elsie Yates on ‘ Tyranny in 


France Today"’; chairman: Ronald 8. Mallone; PPU. 


Saturday and Sunday, May 11 and 12 
EASTBOURNE; Friends’ Meeting House, Wish Road; four 
lectores by Harold F. Bing; Saturday, 4 p.m. “The 
European Background '’; 8 p.m. ‘‘ Causes of Confilct *’; 
Sunday, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., ‘‘ Outlines of Settlement '" (a) 
Europe, (b) The Colonies "; ticket for four lectures, 1s, 

Sunday, May 12 
RUSHDEN; 7.30 p.m. Ault School Buildings: Horace 


Taylor on ‘‘ Britain’s Foreign Policy, Past and Present ''; 
Rushden Peace Association and PPU. 


CO-OPERATION 


in the cause of peace and understanding. 
Proprietor of unique journal seeks financial and 
general co-operation of publisher, printer or 
private individuals in promising enterprise, open 
to fullest investigation.—Write in confidence ta 
Box 428, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
Tel.: GLAdstone 1234 LONDON, N.W2 


100% Members Peace Pledge Union’ s 


THE LONDON REGIONAL CONFERENCE convened by 
THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


will conclude on Sunday, May 19th, at 6.30 p.m. 


with a MEETING OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
This is open to all C.O.s between 18 and 41. 


Admission is by ticket, obtainable free from C.B.C.O., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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HATRED OF 


* PEACE NEWS 


WAR ALONE 


IS NOT ENOUGH 


(continued from page 1) 


natural instincts call for severe measures 
of retaliation. Is it possible that another 
mood should be created?” 

I do not think so unless it can be shown 
that divine truth is involved. Men will 
not believe in love’s way because we say 
it is the only way. But is there not a 
diffused sense in the world that human 
wisdom has utterly failed’ us? 

Clever, able, and conscientious men in 


AN 
EXCEPTIONAL 
OCCASION 


READERS will have noticed this 

week that the serious shortage of 
paper has severely affected even the 
daily papers. They will not expect— 
any more than do those who sin- 
cerely but quite erroneously believe 
we are merely obstructive—that 
Peace News should fare better than 


others. 

Our supplies of paper are at least as 
severely limited as anybody else’s. If we 
have not so far restricted our services to 
our readers it has not been because we 
have any unfair advantage in the matter 
of paper. Now, however, we are compelled 
to ask readers to share (by continuing their 
support) the extra handicap which the 
paper restrictions impose on us. 

Fortunately, we hope, while using our 
limited stocks as economically as possible, 
to be able to continue with an 8-page 
paper as the normal thing, reducing to 
four pages only occasionally. Next week, 
however, must be one such exceptional 
occasion. Please see that the best use is 
made of it—for example, by passing it on 
to #s many non-readers as possible. 

And remember that, in any case, vour 
copies must be ordered in advance—either 
from us or your newsagent or your PPU 
group. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3. 


* Subscriptioa Rates, home and abroad: 
Quarterly: 3s. 3d. Yearly: 12s. 6d. 


va 


Copies of “Peace News” ordered last week: 
33,603 (sold out). 
Last week’s donations to “ Peace News” Fund: 
£21 10s. 11d. 
Total of “Peace News” Fund to date: 
£614 14s. 104d. 

(The Peace News fund was launched to re- 
llease for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
‘Union's activity the subsidy paid to Peace News. 
Though the paper is now self-supporting. the 
debt for the subsidy paid over several! months 
remains, and we would therefore welcome dona- 
‘tions of any size to enable us to pay it off as soon 
as possible. Individual acknowledgments will be 
sent. Cheques should be made payable to Peace 
‘News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4). 
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*« 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still less 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply en- 
dorsement of any views expressed or implicit 
therein or PPU connexion with the matter 
advertised.) Contributions are welcomed, though 
no payment is made. They should be type- 
written, if possible, and one side only of the 
paper should be used. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


[0 Wetec 
(Newsagent'’s name} 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS“ 


to me weekly. 


Name 


Address 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 


| 
| 
| as from issue dated 
| Biackstock Road, London, N.4. 


large numbers have been trying for a 
generation or more to find the way to 
peace, but they have failed. Statemanship 
on traditional lines has been proved bank- 
rupt. Financial forces, behind the scenes, 
which from their very nature are selfish 
forces, have controlled the policies of 
nations, and so brought the world to its 
present impasse. Is it not time to hearken 
to divine wisdom? One day it will be dis- 
covered that Jesus of Nazareth, instead of 
being a mere dreaming idealist, was the 
one great constructive statesman of all 
time. Cannot that discovery be made now ! 


“Tf thine enemy hunger feed him”; 
“Agree with thine adversary ” ; ‘“ Love your 
enemies”; “ Pray for them that persecute 
you”; “ Judge not that ye be not judged”; 
“ Forgive men their trespasses” ; these are 
divine sayings. They suggest policies so 
radical that western men recoil from them 
in amazement and alarm. But they are 
divine. 


Open the Doors 


Is it not possible that when all other 
ways have failed—when the world is in 
partial ruins—when it is plain that war 
constructs nothing—when men ask in des- 
pair what hope there is for the human 
race—is it not possible that we should at 
last follow the leading of divine wisdom, 
and so open the doors for mankind into real 
life at last? 


So soon as one great nation dares to act 
on such lines, the whole spiritual atmos- 
phere of the world will be changed. New 
hopes will spring to life. The latent stores 
of good will, which are now repressed, but 
which are also enormous, will be released 
into the world of action. Mankind will 
discover the intense happiness of acting 
generously. And that a hundred knotty 
practical questions will have to be patiently 
fand progressively dealt with, solutions of 
them will be possible in that altered atmos- 
phere which are now impossible. 


Nothing less than some such profound 
moral reversal of our traditional ways of 
life can possibly bring into being the kind 
of society in which men will be able to 
live in peace. 


May 3, 1940 
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Pierre Van Paassen 


STILL defended the conscientious 

objectors against the accusation of 
cowardice. I had an immense respect for 
these men who dared to row against the 
stream. As I see it now, they were the real 
heroes of the war period. Given over to 
the mob’s opprobrium by the various 
Christian states, spending years in prison 
and concentration camps for the crime of 
having refused to assassinate, they were the 
real defenders of Christianty’s own and 
fundamental principles. They, and not the 
Churches, saw that it was high time to close 
that period which Constantine, a pagan 
emperor, in an unholy hour, had opened in 
the history of Christianity. The men of 


the Church to whom I went with my doubts. 


and misgivings were among the most 
vociferous in assuring the youth that the 
campaign against Germany was a war to 
save what was man’s most precious posses- 
sion in this world: freedom. The commu- 
nity of civilized nations from which 
Germany was excluded by reason of her 
unprovoked attack on “poor little 
Belgium,” and by her proclamation of the 
principle that might is right, had to defend 
itself against the assault of the Hun. At the 
bottom was a certain barbarous instinct at 
the root of the German people. 


It was always the same argument. It did 
not seem to occur to anyone that part of 
the guilt may have lain elsewhere. We 
knew nothing about the real causes of the 
war. And this was one lesson IJ learned 
from the whole harrowing experience, a 
duty, namely, to point out to my fellow- 
men what I have learned of the wheels 
within wheels which set such catastrophes 
in motion. The German people are not 
more barbarous than any other nation. 
War is not a consequence of animalistic 
instincts in man, but a result of profound 
social antagonisms which pitch vested 
interests against natural forces. Not only 
the war, but the ruin and decay which have 
come over every land after the war, are the 
outcome of the same fundamental mal- 
adjustment: the exploitation of a produc- 
tive majority by a moneyed minority. 


When Danes Deteated the Nazis 


(continued from page 3) 


Germans prepared a monster victory rally for the 
evening at which the local leader was to pro- 
claim Schleswig’s freedom and call upon Hitler 
to enter. 

That meeting was never held. When the votes 
were counted, it was found that the Germans had 
gone up from 15.5 percent to 15.9 percent. They 
still had one man in Parliament, and no more. 
The Danes were jubilant, but so careful were 
they to avoid any attitude of triumph that might 
serve only to embitter their German fellow- 
countrymen that the Danish press scarcely 
mentioned the victory they had won. Tucked 
into a back page, alongside the tabulated figures, 
was the remark that North Schleswig's district 
had returned its single German MP. 

It was a crushing blow to the German hopes, 
and Berlin recognized its defeat. From that time 
on it turned a deaf ear to the continued clamour 
from the Nazi Schleswig Party. The cails for 
liberation from oppression brought from Berlin 
a demand that the party send down a delega- 
tion with a list of specific grievances. It is re- 
ported that the only grievances the munority 
could find were such trivialities as the snow- 
balling of a German by Danish boys. Berlin 
sent the delegation home with orders to keep 
quiet. 

The Better Way 

But although the battle seemed to have been 
won in the political field, the Danes knew that it 
still remained to be won in the cultural field. 
They did not want to have a group of Danish 
citizens harbouring hatred for their country. So 
the Young Border Guard continues its work, and 
the schools report encouraging results. Attend- 
ance at Danish schools is steadily growing while 
the German schools decline. Many young 
Germans leave the German schools, confessing 
themselves tired of the “everlasting. propa- 
ganda” and desirous of a decent education. The 
Danish Normal School has more than doubled its 
attendance since 1920. And among the younger 
generation of the minority Germans there is an 
increasing trend to become Danish in thought. 
Many of them speak Danish as their mother 
tongue anyway, and it is a curious fact that most 
of these ardent Nazis in private life have always 
spoken Danish, But now the young men are 
going to the northern towns of Jutland and to 
Copenhagen to find work—and when they re- 
turn they have become Danes. The young 
farmers are finding the Danish agricultural 
schools profitable to attend. 

“In general,” director Bredsdorff of the Normal 
School said to me, “ We feel that the corner has 
been turned. We have always lett them strictly 
alone, but now they are beginning to come to us 
of their own free will. Isn’t it better that way 
than if we had tried to force them?” In North 
Schleswig patience is beginning to have its re- 
ward—slowly, but surely. The war has naturally 


brought about a certain renewal of bad feeling 
between Germans and Danes, but Danes from 
every side have told me that although they are 
almost unanimously opposed to Nazism and all 
that it stands for, yet against the Germans them- 
selves they honestly hold no grudge. 

There are still many in the borderland who 
continue to pray for deliverance from the 
Danish “yoke,” but they are somewhat less 
vociferous now. One reason for this is that they 
have seen what has happened to German minori- 
ties in Russian Poland, in Italy and in the Baltic 
States, and they find that their yearning for the 
Fatherland isn’t quite strong enough to make 
them want to leave their homes to return to it. 
If the Fatherland will come to them, that is fine, 
but if they have to pack up and move, that is a 
different story. 

“ And so today,” said Miss Clausens, a member 
of the Women’s League for Peace and Freedom, 
and one of those level-headed workers who are 
today to be thanked for Denmark’s indepen- 
dence, “ we feel quite secure. Of course there is 
always the chance that Hitler will fini it to his 
advantage to invade Jutland, but we know that 
he can now find no excuse other than outright 
aggression. If the war leaves us alone, we are 
sure that in another generation this land will be 
as Danish as any other part of our little country. 


A few years ago a German professor declared 
that as a people, the Danes were politically naive. 
If so, it is a naiveté that once disarmed the great 
Nazi machine itself, and showed that methods of 
force and violence need not inevitably win. 


- An Anthology of Peace and War 


Arranged by Vincent Long 
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Pierre Van Paassen’s work is crowded 
with similar comments on almost every 
aspect of life ; stimulating, penetrating and 
profound. 

V. L. 


Aidous Huxley 

"TO bring oneself to kill individual human 

beings is not easy; but when those 
human beings are thought of merely as 
members of a class which has previously, 
been defined as evil, then killing becomes 
a simple matter. Brown, Jones and Robins 
son must not be thought of as Brown, Jones 
and Robinson, but as heretics, enemies 
of God, Gentiles, non-Aryans, niggers, 
barbarians, Huns, fascists, communists 
capitalists, whatever the case may be. 
When they have been called such names 
and assimilated to the accursed class to 
which these names apply, Brown, Jones and 
Robinson cease to be regarded as human 
beings and become vermin or devils whom 
one is justified in exterminating in the most 
painful way possible, 

All war propaganda consists, in the last 
resort, in substituting diabolical abstrac- 
tions for human beings. Similarly those 
who defend war have invented a pleasant 
sounding vocabulary of abstractions in 
which to describe the process of mass murs 
der. Consider the phrase which was on 
everybody’s lips in 1917—the phrase “ wat 
of attrition.” Nothing could be more 
genteel, less calculated to shock the sens 
sibilities. For what is “attrition”? A 
mere process of rubbing. The word suggests 
the delicate polishing of a telescope lens. 
There is no hint of individuals suffering 
pain, going mad, being killed. All writings 
on the art of war are a tissue of such 
abstract or elegantly figurative phrases. 


Elizabeth Barratt Browning 


[|F patriotism be a virtue indeed, it cane 
not mean an exclusive devotion to our 

country’s interests—for that is only: 
another form of devotion to personal 
interests, family interests, or provincia 
interests, all of which. if not driven past 
themselves, are vulgar and immora 

objects. ... I confess that I dream of the 
day when an English statesman shall arisé 
with a heart too large for England ; having, 
courage in the face of his countrymen t? 
assert of some suggested policy‘ This i3 
good for your trade; this is necessary for 
your domination ; but it will vex a people 
hard by; it will hurt a people farther off: 
it will profit nothing to the general 
humanity ; therefore away with it!—it is 
not for you or for me.” When a British 
minister dares speak so, and when a British 
public applauds him speaking, then shal 

the nation be glorious, and her praise, in 
stead of exploding from within, from lou 

civic mouths, come to her from without, a9 
all worthy praise must, from the alliance 
she has fostered and the populations she 
has saved. 


John Byrom 


AFER to reconcile a foe than make 
~ A conquest of him for the conquest’s sakes 
This tames his power of doing present ills 
But that disarms him of the very will. 


To give reproof in anger, to be sure, 
Whate’er the fault, is not the way to cure? 
Would a wise doctor offer, do you think, 
The sick his potion scalding hot to drink? 


Set not the faults of other folk in view, 

But rather mind what thou thyself shouldst 
do; 

For twenty errors of thy neighbour know? 

Will tend but little to reform thine own. 


— 
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